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Sophie Halaby in Jerusalem: An artist's historical trajectory of how
Palestine was altered

Book Club: Palestinian artist Sophie Halaby's life is traced in Laura S. Schor's biography during the ongoing colonisation and
occupation of Palestine.
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The book reflects the artist's elusive nature

"The political vicissitudes of her times — war, threat of war, and occupation — shaped her life. However she focused on
the enduring beauty of the landscape and flowers of Jerusalem, not on the traumatic experiences of her life."

The introduction to Sophie Halaby in Jerusalem: An Artist's Life (Syracuse University Press), a biography of an
important, but lesser known, Palestinian artist, succinctly sets the tone for the rest of the book, in which the

author, Laura S. Schor, traces the artist's life through the ongoing colonisation and occupation of Palestine
(https://www.newarab.com/english/news/2020/1/28/trump-unveils-controversial-map-of-future-palestinian-mini-state).

Built upon interviews to make up for the loss of Sophie's documents and photographs, the book follows a historical
trajectory of how Palestine was altered (https://www.newarab.com/english/comment/2020/1/27/trumps-deal-is-
designed-to-be-unacceptable-to-palestinians) in the artist's era.

It is through this detail that the reader can imagine Sophie's navigation of the circumstances, as well as her art. The gap
as regards first-hand information is also in a way reflective of the artist's character, described as a solitary person who
relished her privacy and who thought of her studio as a personal sanctuary.

Sophie Halaby was born either in Jerusalem on in Kiev — there is no evidence to support either possibility — to a Russian
mother and a Palestinian father. She lived at a time of evolving Palestinian identity and politics, thus becoming
influenced by geophysical change. The latter might have influenced her expression for nostalgia and the past, as
Sophie's art journey took her not towards the Palestinian national movement and its artistic expression, but rather to
affirm a connection with unadulterated land.

The Halaby family was affluent, thus Sophi€¢iddabrvttraixpandsratarorizaiakt tagausinepstudying art in Paris when the
1929 revolts broke out. She also worke it ini fori i i Twhi
insight into the discriminatory practice e‘fﬁﬁ’lé%a'w'the British as regards pay scales for Palestinian workers.

Sign up

© f o N


https://www.newarab.com/features
https://www.newarab.com/features
https://www.newarab.com/features/society
https://www.newarab.com/features/society
https://www.newarab.com/tag/gaza-war
https://www.newarab.com/tag/suweida
https://www.newarab.com/tag/post-assad-syria
https://www.newarab.com/tag/iran
https://www.newarab.com/tag/us-affairs
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=5g4eoN-nNxA9ppSu95m9q5KI0whKAjSKfH8R_cVEsmn2dUVTNJ7vvzbIcApyjvLqiNvXCup0uyd23pzt0zjVKhGyReXT_jupNB6HOA1-lw0FcRnQnyBXF90kJDQ68Hsf-Bpe5sBH41FCeIQ4iLkT6Eg__I46bsrf87wxcGkYU9mPfgDGd0bjuOvriXHjNBbF7VkvmFOmDVXaeG-sHuz_q2u5nZrAiBRn9CK6k4AepkGDL8EimLint4Hfnnz4ePXqOXPcRBI6zvKbZcmXA7Wz1k5O1Ckmj46l9GFoZyojF8IQQGyS8BoEfV6OC2w5OcYyzj4_phg3QllKeOrH5WCOiquQsWbMQ4pxN9ZDTVa96v6PrWcdLdlRpUmHzyRwJDUvtxc28Ub3dl3UhShRpRFd8QdYuivEteQ9oXGYoUo_sToGG0I7OW7UPNKCBNTeokmyrawbuI-oGSLqcigt4C4Jf1B_b0ohVTIqmzFPaE29eHo3GOP8epwOrDFl45w0x6YQhhG42Yb8P-NAgrkn0yBrs2uZZl46KggigWFkykSDpBbMAzJSuiK9hJY1Fr7ZYawHOp-gELWcvOVojCCNnIKSLkvoe6JDH6tAOi76eaAp62mcgge9Th0d9YFyaFeAL9-HllYU-P6FKVX5Mx6OGRwN3nfWCNE&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Feultech.fnac.com%2Fdynclick%2Ffnac%2F%3Fetf-publisher%3Dcriteo%26etf-name%3Dcriteo-244512%26etf-prdref%3Dlogo%26caxid%3D%26eurl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.fnac.com%2F%3FOrigin%3DRCB_CRITEO_GE%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3D244512%26utm_id%3D244512%26cto_pld%3DC-SLW2QDAACAt_iXDh5mjg
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=nTV79d-nNxA9ppSu95m9q5KI0whKAjSKfH8R_cVEsmn2dUVTNJ7vvzbIcApyjvLqiNvXCup0uyd23pzt0zjVKhGyReXT_jupNB6HOA1-lw0FcRnQnyBXF90kJDQ68Hsf-Bpe5sBH41FCeIQ4iLkT6Eg__I46bsrf87wxcGkYU9mPfgDGd0bjuOvriXHjNBbF7VkvmFOmDVXaeG-sHuz_q2u5nZrAiBRn9CK6k4AepkGDL8EimLint4Hfnnz4ePXqOXPcRBI6zvKbZcmXA7Wz1k5O1Ckmj46l9GFoZyojF8IQQGyS8BoEfV6OC2w5OcYyzj4_phg3QllKeOrH5WCOiquQsWbMQ4pxN9ZDTVa96v6PrWcdLdlRpUmHzyRwJDUvtxc28Ub3dl3UhShRpRFd8QdYuivEteQ9oXGYoUo_sToGG0I7OW7UPNKCBNTeokmyrawbuI-oGSLqcigt4C4Jf1B_b0ohVTIqmzFPaE29eHo3GOP8epwOrDFl45w0x6YQhhG42Yb8P-NAgrkn0yBrs2uZZl46KggigWFkykSDpBbMAzJSuiK9hJY1Fr7ZYawHOp-gELWcvOVojCCNnIKSLkvoe6Kv_sOac3usqILPePZ3PlGfQtitbFTtIOwlckmPyDq_WBCDxXDMKjowF9Bxk6JdXJs&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Feultech.fnac.com%2Fdynclick%2Ffnac%2F%3Fetf-publisher%3Dcriteo%26etf-name%3Dcriteo-244512%26etf-prdref%3Dlogo%26caxid%3D%26eurl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.fnac.com%2F%3FOrigin%3DRCB_CRITEO_GE%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3D244512%26utm_id%3D244512%26cto_pld%3DGiurDGQDAABGRrRS_nuDoQ
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=rPbN49-nNxA9ppSu95m9q5KI0whKAjSKfH8R_cVEsmn2dUVTNJ7vvzbIcApyjvLqiNvXCup0uyd23pzt0zjVKhGyReXT_jupNB6HOA1-lw0FcRnQnyBXF90kJDQ68Hsf-Bpe5sBH41FCeIQ4iLkT6Eg__I46bsrf87wxcGkYU9mPfgDG71bFkK4v3ZNQGr1PnUXYAy5aTw_HjVIhcYN9P524LPOdc3ckyxZpDQ6vNZ5UxOLhSCf6Hhcwd2qfJKwd81hdfx5cCu7ze5A92Jhi1FHo1dlGApAE0R6I02CAsP7TYLNlXZCnn5JQbAhAJMstUT08gTfDAgUlJ5eSK19N2uXXJ4R48lYTxlZailMV3uL-asVgyP8yutJghSQVWqoF4AbHlmJYaDEDoiE07Hm9u3F7A4kSZwo4nPlVPydileNqHHQrICNCTLlsfKzApqzztKokt8JMTQduOEnS2_pa0TZJTNRwSIuMFddTZKQzM1TTk9emR4SuV3TaYTFyJ1AWV0BXe_Ms1mTIzZluIXeU3WY9GX8YMv43L3MT0R0fsCHsxNaeO-89gqykPlxsdvqQZohzY5J-fjj1-JgGUwwKczfMX-18AyQgnocxf0xUHCId52Tr5bV3lp-B5dj0Ga226PoMc7JHCLwm_uUpmkxhqCXFqBnBieOKuJsYg2A-Jlrl0AzR&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Feultech.fnac.com%2Fdynclick%2Ffnac%2F%3Fetf-publisher%3Dcriteo%26etf-name%3Dcriteo-244512%26etf-prdref%3D1-287096%26caxid%3D%26eurl%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.fnac.com%2Fa287096%2FDominique-Edde-Pourquoi-il-fait-si-sombre%3Foref%3D00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000%26Origin%3DRCB_CRITEO_GE%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3D244512%26utm_id%3D244512%26cto_pld%3DLPTZ_GQDAABcrDit67gaKw
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=0MAyHd-nNxA9ppSu95m9q5KI0whKAjSKfH8R_cVEsmn2dUVTNJ7vvzbIcApyjvLqiNvXCup0uyd23pzt0zjVKhGyReXT_jupNB6HOA1-lw0FcRnQnyBXF90kJDQ68Hsf-Bpe5sBH41FCeIQ4iLkT6Eg__I46bsrf87wxcGkYU9mPfgDG5lGH9X6oA0h6-FUPph6F-zK2Udlra2QV2wdv9FkRI4DbPX0brZQ0zhu_0bfX8i-tdgzIVoYiSGv89quiWDWac9x_knxbGN8OQmf7TtpOwL632dNyPBfkEdtRiWKcxlOtL2ls7gl02344t5UvvuTijp4SwsheuvS0ypY6CNn5W--DD2hVhxrBLd1heaO72h-3Pqmly2pebWwr36JlphPnN1fekICRL1eJU5GT2m1qR0n5Fm_yvoLCuS9ADu7rqTv8cxVkiV6JXLnrAy1R1lf7DDjWKa_qN98qz-zHTNDNatXhpqNGLPoZD4rkWCRb1dF1m3fGKnUPk3yKBfXvVv8oA7yR5Dl_N3BIndSEp5d67zifBfgl-lns4PzS3het7PdStRIrmJp6OrmapOgOubZfHzdqyPpzAO8VDaJutXMj5ApT3Tatez5UM0IlAyxHxCMZk57UF7WXxRwPyMdmrYYcjJfo9KdaHJScvjtA2J8nZb7oEXG39Pm5rY8JjxgdVl-8&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Feultech.fnac.com%2Fdynclick%2Ffnac%2F%3Fetf-publisher%3Dcriteo%26etf-name%3Dcriteo-244512%26etf-prdref%3D1-9849637%26caxid%3D%26eurl%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.fnac.com%2Fa9849637%2FJean-Anouilh-Antigone%3Foref%3D00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000%26Origin%3DRCB_CRITEO_GE%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3D244512%26utm_id%3D244512%26cto_pld%3Dqr4zBWQDAAAzmoO6k0fGKw
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=fF0G7d-nNxA9ppSu95m9q5KI0whKAjSKfH8R_cVEsmn2dUVTNJ7vvzbIcApyjvLqiNvXCup0uyd23pzt0zjVKhGyReXT_jupNB6HOA1-lw0FcRnQnyBXF90kJDQ68Hsf-Bpe5sBH41FCeIQ4iLkT6Eg__I46bsrf87wxcGkYU9mPfgDGANJ7wkyYri0sA_aYuGoI0sZlA2U9YQpK_4THc7aQw4OfPE9as_0dud4rHTwQyLO7HTyyzhjzG22vnfCcQHrbn2lNC7cI4sawp9sDPyOL6IbEfVVLW53mHNj8_vi-FYVEzFgot91NkdFfXvsM3vshM6PwIDK4lf3f_gTGpfnRlSu_DEv_xaqjl4n3CKtZIOUElNUWw7SHdWUoP3fhodMuDNajhTZ9nEomm8q4uIoq2aSuBnnxp0zSThIRUYl1_PO9MhpkEjN0cxS3GXVk_udmE877H6Hisk-oxk5Q_F7VkO8diEk789viytqhwoJFCm9xFsqZT44nBll9QtZF3Afjvhg1wG9OUJCC9GpT1ILyCErKvdLkWuj6ypMfJIQPWqz6w_mhDtUZdjOG5NUFUp3Rq_mfSFN4ndlU9AAbzYsaUM2KCBg7oNtmiyqv0uOao_rDYLbZzAjkUGooAsVhSOEaXjWgXIajuYXGH2oMd4Jmkn2BK6bKB9tRCWdgtwye6YPW&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Feultech.fnac.com%2Fdynclick%2Ffnac%2F%3Fetf-publisher%3Dcriteo%26etf-name%3Dcriteo-244512%26etf-prdref%3D1-19722271%26caxid%3D%26eurl%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.fnac.com%2FLiseuse-numerique-Kobo-by-Fnac-Libra-Colour-7-32-Go-Noir%2Fa19722271%2Fw-4%3Foref%3D00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000%26Origin%3DRCB_CRITEO_GE%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3D244512%26utm_id%3D244512%26cto_pld%3DDbLPeWQDAAAG7i_S93JycA
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=KRPGeN-nNxA9ppSu95m9q5KI0whKAjSKfH8R_cVEsmn2dUVTNJ7vvzbIcApyjvLqiNvXCup0uyd23pzt0zjVKhGyReXT_jupNB6HOA1-lw0FcRnQnyBXF90kJDQ68Hsf-Bpe5sBH41FCeIQ4iLkT6Eg__I46bsrf87wxcGkYU9mPfgDGJ6N0vn67BvylNRwxwWFVv9yWTXuYEmU9DYGH0jE_mWJp19r3OUJEU1UZcdKRD0EXQHrwPZH0nQ-EjqRn1Opq6tEkI6DykM1XRWd3dCYc51tUMBPPF17NfqjbS9RCICOZT7kD3uuQuSZjzySqgbZspW0481WRSBmurGr25IweVyIwDW6sxrY8a1GDindqt3b2-7tSH9EA6FvuxiJcJJiG1c9DqlLEjoGe8Xr4MlMfu2c76HJbjcjBwANGw_c4YAWsJ50z9Cg01HiYS5azwjxDyMY3iJgem-uv5RdjHpKhd5QebYXLTs_vvDfCDwZxPRFYn8AdfdzaxHLR4z0JKpXHuQaMCinBYKAENUYhsOv8RqOdny2JtvDJ9taoUP7_POXu4OnY7rKjaFHvyKoYcQZ43_i6Rjh-bHbj9fvgYD6sPR5JPm_-DVZvLp8K-GC27kSoIXD2xuAMt8LoLHnZNmqLtGgQAVzH14rTL7f8H865Z1a6H6exaspopD6bH9yANujz&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Feultech.fnac.com%2Fdynclick%2Ffnac%2F%3Fetf-publisher%3Dcriteo%26etf-name%3Dcriteo-244512%26etf-prdref%3D1-17689644%26caxid%3D%26eurl%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.fnac.com%2FCasque-audio-sans-fil-SONY-Bluetooth-a-reduction-de-bruit-WH-CH720N-Noir%2Fa17689644%2Fw-4%3Foref%3D00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000%26Origin%3DRCB_CRITEO_GE%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3D244512%26utm_id%3D244512%26cto_pld%3DFPKJnGQDAAC1eXXRczfHDg
https://privacy.eu.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=zPkK4iVUvrRPPgLipLqyKfdPwlWBfE4J79RDKAAKHtbdBGiEBAa__dERpHzHzPQHDH_rA3d_jo2zmvYoVOTXSpUBfkz6SKoNzdq5vncOioEJy1CzaKG6Jy_gMPeE98-C05Ysqx0xZzWBGwr7pULTAOA3KF8
https://www.newarab.com/taxonomy/term/67859
https://www.newarab.com/taxonomy/term/67859
https://www.newarab.com/#facebook
https://www.newarab.com/#x
https://www.newarab.com/#whatsapp
https://www.newarab.com/#reddit
https://www.newarab.com/#flipboard
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newarab.com%2Ffeatures%2Fsophie-halaby-jerusalem-artists-life&title=Sophie%20Halaby%20in%20Jerusalem%3A%20An%20Artist%27s%20Life
https://www.newarab.com/english/news/2020/1/28/trump-unveils-controversial-map-of-future-palestinian-mini-state
https://www.newarab.com/english/news/2020/1/28/trump-unveils-controversial-map-of-future-palestinian-mini-state
https://www.newarab.com/english/comment/2020/1/27/trumps-deal-is-designed-to-be-unacceptable-to-palestinians
https://www.newarab.com/english/comment/2020/1/27/trumps-deal-is-designed-to-be-unacceptable-to-palestinians
https://www.newarab.com/english/comment/2020/1/27/trumps-deal-is-designed-to-be-unacceptable-to-palestinians
https://www.newarab.com/sites/default/files/media/images/4C7D3B00-0008-4ADC-87CD-B4945B7DAB26.jpg
https://www.newarab.com/taxonomy/term/29
https://www.instagram.com/thenewarab/
https://www.facebook.com/AlAraby.en
https://twitter.com/The_newarab
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheNewArabEn
https://www.newarab.com/rss.xml
https://www.newarab.com/

66 In her paintings, she quietly profﬁsted the presence of European architecture by eliminating the
new buildings and the new roads that connected them from her landscapes of untouched hills 99
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(https://www.newarab.com /enqlish/sbcietv/2019/8/2 1/palestine-100-stories-from-a-century-after-the-nakba)

Read more from The New Arab's Book Club: (https://www.newarab.com/english/society/2019/8/21/palestine-100-stories-from-a-century-after—
the-nakba)

Palestine +100: Stories from a century after the Nakba (https://www.newarab.com/english/society/2019/8/21/palestine-100-stories-from-a-

century-after-the-nakba),

The major part of the biography deals with the changing social and political realities in Palestine, as Jewish colonial
settlers increased and the landscape altered to accommodate Israel.

The author, Laura Schor, speaks about the discrepancy in Sophie's art thus: "In her paintings, she quietly protested the
presence of European architecture by eliminating the new buildings and the new roads that connected them from her
landscapes of untouched hills."

advertisement

Sophie's return to Jerusalem in 1933 was marked by Palestinian narratives and Zionist counter-narratives, which
ultimately also influenced the art scene in Jerusalem.

Sophie's political cartoon contributions during the 1936-1939 Arab Revolts portray her opposition to the British and
Zionism. Indeed, her cartoons criticise British policy in Palestine.

However, for the most part, Sophie's art strikes a solitary note and the author notes a difference between her
experience of Palestine and those of exiled Palestinian artists.

"Exiled artists painted from memories and from stories of the homeland; for them, the homeland was an idea. Sophie
was not part of this group; her homeland was all around her. Her art remained independent of the ideology and its
attendant aesthetic that were created in the diaspora."

Sophie's experience of Jerusalem (https://www.newarab.com/english/news/2020/1/28/trump-unveils-long-awaited-pro-
israel-middle-east-peace-plan) and indeed her own status coming from an elite family, influenced her artistic
expression.

Exiled artists painted from memories and from stories of the homeland; for them, the homeland

66 was an idea. Sophie was not part of this group; her homeland was all around her. Her art
remained independent of the ideology and its attendant aesthetic that were created in the 2
diaspora

She remained detached from political involvement, yet at age 61 she collaborated with her sister Asia, to save Jordanian
soldiers from the Israeli military by hiding them in her house in Jerusalem.

As an artist, Sophie's attachment to Jerusalem prior to Zionist colonisation is evident. Her paintings mostly consist of
wild flowers and hills, all reminiscent of Palestine before it was permanently altered. The architectural changes taking
place did not manifest in Sophie's art.

She opted for an unadulterated remembranee vhéfaéesiirae wikak|dndisetfaidefinaddsmashand the changes it was making
to the landscape to accommodate its settler population.

Read also: 'Deal of the Century': Palestinians feel letdown but can they resist American and Israeli dictation?
(https://www.newarab.com/english/indepth/2020/1/28/can-palestinians-resist-apgerica nd—israeli—diﬁtion)
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Schor writes, "Sophie's personal vision of Jerusalem imbued her studio. When she was certain that the painting was
finished, she signed her name and somet}wes added 'Jerusalem'"

In her letters, Sophie documented the changes to Jerusalem, yet she refused to join the Palestinian national
movement's artists. Her art continued to stand as an expression on its own.

The author states, "Sophie continued to paint the hills surrounding Jerusalem as barren ridges. She removed from her
canvas any expression of the new construction. This was her form of protest."

Her paintings, some of which are included in the book, portray a simplicity that cannot be overlooked. The nostalgia for
the homeland - a theme common to Palestinians — is evident in Sophie's art. Besides being a testimony of Palestine
prior to Zionist colonisation, her paintings also repudiate the fragmentation of land which Sophie details in her
correspondence as "feverish activity to destroy as much as possible". In her art, however, Jerusalem and its
surroundings remained untarnished.

While the limitations in researching this book are acknowledged by the author, at times Sophie's absence in a book
about her life in Jerusalem was disconcerting. At the same time, the book reflects the artist's elusive nature.

Yet it is the author's reflection, towards the end of the book, which contextualises the artist's life and that of other
Palestinians since the 1948 Nakba.

"Sophie's identity — that of a Palestinian, Russian Orthodox, and artist — forecasted the fragmented identity of
Palestinians in the diaspora today." It is by returning to Sophie's artistic expression, that the image of unity is found to
prevail.

Ramona Wadi is an independent researcher, freelance journalist, book reviewer and blogger specialising in the
struggle for memory in Chile and Palestine, colonial violence and the manipulation of international law.

Follow her on Twitter: @walzerscent
(https:/[twitter.com/walzerscent) The New Arab Book Club: Click on our Special Contents tab to read more

book reviews and interviews with authors: (https://www.newarab.com/english/indepth/2018/10/31/the-
new-arabs-book-club)
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