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Palgstinian photographer Samar Abu Elouf wins
2075 World Press Photo of Year

Eloq%bangé%grm or to MEE, garnered the prize for her haunting

photegrapladan @y from Gaza who lost both arms in an Israeli air strike
® |ran (/countries/iran) i g
* |raq (/countries/iraq)

— -
e

Samar b E ﬂ; %nctured here in 2016, told MEE at the time she had to improvise her protective gear by using a
sauce;eje\n 1ol h e(Ij' and a plastic 'Press' bag in place of a bulletproof vest (Mohammed Asad/MEE)
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Samaybeobhetiédamiding another prize to her mantle.
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The ft/égr :rgéiesjfigege/e%tsi)nian photographer from Gaza has defied the odds to work on every major story
in thegpelave from 2010 until the end of 2023.

(/countries/yemen)

Bn Thursday, she received the 2025 World Press Photo of the Year Award
(https://www.worldpressphoto.org/samar-abu-elouf) for her photograph published by The New
York Times of nine-year-old Mahmoud Ajjour (https://www.worldpressphoto.org/collection/photo-
contest/2025/Samar-Abu-Elouf-POY/1), who lost both arms in an Israeli air strike in Gaza City in
March 2024.

The photo was taken by Abu Elouf in June 2024, as she had found herself residing in the same
apartment complex as Ajjour in Doha, Qatar, where the Palestinian boy was staying with his family
while receiving medical treatment. Abu Elouf was able to leave Gaza in December 2023.

Ajjour is one of the lucky few to have been flown out for medical care, and Abu Elouf has been
documenting many of their experiences as they journey toward healing.
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Abu Elouf had already won the prestigious Polk Award
(https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/19/business/media/polk-award-winners.html) in 2023
(https://liu.edu/polk-awards/past-winners#2023) for - among others in a collection - what has
become one of the most recognisable and defining images of Israel's war on Gaza, in which children

sheltering at a school in Gaza look up in fear at the sky, hearing the bombs fall around them.
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In 2024, Abu Elouf was the recipient of the Anja Niedringhaus Courage in Photojournalism Award
(https://www.iwmf.org/2024-anja-niedringhaus-honorees/) from the International Women's Media
Foundation for a series of 12 images commissioned by her primary employer, The New York Times,
documenting the impact of war on Gaza's women and children.

Abu Elouf contributed several photographs to boost Middle East Eye's reporting in 2019, whether
on the Israeli killings of children (https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/void-no-one-can-fill-gazas-
children-face-trauma-losing-friends-family-protests) during non-violent protest, the salary cuts
(https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/gazas-breadwinners-defiant-face-palestinian-authority-
salary-cuts) that stemmed from the longstanding Palestinian Authority-Hamas feud, or the
agonising wait of a family (https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/palestinian-family-still-awaits-
return-deceased-prisoners-body-gaza) for the return of their deceased loved one, still held by Israel.

'No one pays us any attention'’

It wasn't always like this.

Speaking to MEE in 2016, Abu Elouf said embarking on the work she loved in Gaza was difficult and
unsafe, and perhaps most of all, thankless.

"Unfortunately, instead of receiving
support and recognition for the work we } =

do, no one pays us any attention," she
said.

"This is why 1 specifically want to deliver
a message to all press freedom
organisations that carry slogans of press
protection, yet, on the ground, do
nothing to protect us, that they need to T e

: . . features/line-fire-journalists- |
start paying attention to the reality Vieatures/line-fire-journalists-gaza)

here. In the line of fire - the journalists of Gaza

The quote rings equally true today. Read More » (/features/line-fire-journalists-gaza)
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Officials in Gaza have counted more than 220 media workers who have been killed in Gaza since
October 2023, making it the deadliest war for the profession in the last hundred years, according to
the Costs of War project at Brown University.

In 2016, Abu Elouf was photographed (https://www.middleeasteye.net/features/line-fire-
journalists-gaza) for MEE, wearing her press helmet, which was made from a saucepan, and her
press vest, made from plastic bags. She was unable to afford real protective gear at the time.

"We, as freelance journalists, have no protection whatsoever; no one is there to provide us with
safety and protection measures and when we get injured, we are often blame ourselves," Abu Elouf
told MEE.

It's a sentiment that remains true today, whether journalists are young freelancers or they're veteran
journalists decked out in press gear and employed by some of the world's biggest news

organisations.

Middle East Eye delivers independent and unrivalled coverage and analysis of the
Middle East, North Africa and beyond. To learn more about republishing this content
and the associated fees, please fill out this form (https://middleeasteye.net/form/mee-
syndication). More about MEE can be found here (https://middleeasteye.net/about-
middle-east-eye).

Recommended

Palestinian girl ‘gasping for air’ as mother uses makeshift device to save her (/news/gaza-
palestinian-girl-gasping-air-mother-uses-makeshift-device-save-her)

Israel's culture of genocide is spreading globally. We must build an alternative
(/opinion/palestinians-must-build-alternative-israels-culture-genocide)

Abed Abou Shhadeh

Israel to 'occupy Gaza' as cabinet approves expanded war (/news/israel-occupy-gaza-cabinet-
approves-expanded-war)

| Read more
(mews/journalist-ahm | NS~ L YT

Israel's war on Gaza (/topics/israel-war-gaza)

Palestinian journalist seen in flames from Israeli strike on media tent dies (/news/journalist-
ahmed-mansour-succumbs-critical-burns-israeli-strike)


https://www.middleeasteye.net/features/line-fire-journalists-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/features/line-fire-journalists-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/features/line-fire-journalists-gaza
https://middleeasteye.net/form/mee-syndication
https://middleeasteye.net/form/mee-syndication
https://middleeasteye.net/form/mee-syndication
https://middleeasteye.net/about-middle-east-eye
https://middleeasteye.net/about-middle-east-eye
https://middleeasteye.net/about-middle-east-eye
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/gaza-palestinian-girl-gasping-air-mother-uses-makeshift-device-save-her
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/palestinians-must-build-alternative-israels-culture-genocide
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-occupy-gaza-cabinet-approves-expanded-war
https://www.middleeasteye.net/topics/israel-war-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/topics/israel-war-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/journalist-ahmed-mansour-succumbs-critical-burns-israeli-strike
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/journalist-ahmed-mansour-succumbs-critical-burns-israeli-strike

(/news/france-journalis -
Israel's war on Gaza (/topics/israel- war-gaza)

French journalists stage die-in to protest Israel’s killing of reporters in Gaza (/news/france-
journalists-stage-die-in-protest-israel-killing-reporters-gaza)

(/oplnlon/trumptarlffm ‘ v y' _

Trump (/topics/trump)

“Why the world should boycott Trump's America (/opinion/trump-tariffs-why-world-should-
boycott-us)

Richard Silverstein

M i Live News Trending Opinion Video Expl:
() (/live) (/news) (/trending) (/opinion) . -

MIDDLE EAST EYE (/videdJop  (/exg

o x .

* Algeria (/countries/algeria) e About us (/about-middle-east-eye)

* Bahrain (/countries/bahrain) * Privacy (/privacy-policy)

e China (/countries/china) e Terms and conditions (/terms-and-conditions)
* Egypt (/countries/egypt) * C(Careers (/careers)

¢ France (/countries/france) ¢ Contact us (/form/contact)

* Germany (/countries/germany)
¢ |ndia (/countries/india)

® |ran (/countries/iran)

* Iraq (/countries/iraq)

¢ |srael (/countries/israel)

* Jordan (/countries/jordan)

e Kuwait (/countries/kuwait)

e |ebanon (/countries/lebanon)
* Libya (/countries/libya)

* Mauritania (/countries/mauritania)
* Morocco (/countries/morocco)
* Oman (/countries/oman)

* Pakistan (/countries/pakistan)
* Palestine (/countries/palestine)
* Qatar (/countries/qatar)

® Russia (/countries/russia)

e Saudi Arabia (/countries/saudi-arabia)
e Sudan (/countries/sudan)

* Syria (/countries/syria)

* Tunisia (/countries/tunisia)

* Turkey (/countries/turkey)


https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/algeria
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/algeria
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/bahrain
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/bahrain
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/china
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/china
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/egypt
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/egypt
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/france
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/france
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/germany
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/germany
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/india
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/india
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/iran
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/iran
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/iraq
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/iraq
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/israel
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/israel
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/jordan
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/jordan
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/kuwait
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/kuwait
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/lebanon
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/lebanon
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/libya
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/libya
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/mauritania
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/mauritania
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/morocco
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/morocco
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/oman
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/oman
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/pakistan
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/pakistan
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/palestine
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/palestine
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/qatar
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/qatar
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/russia
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/russia
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/saudi-arabia
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/saudi-arabia
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/sudan
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/sudan
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/syria
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/syria
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/tunisia
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/tunisia
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/turkey
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/turkey
https://www.middleeasteye.net/about-middle-east-eye
https://www.middleeasteye.net/about-middle-east-eye
https://www.middleeasteye.net/privacy-policy
https://www.middleeasteye.net/privacy-policy
https://www.middleeasteye.net/terms-and-conditions
https://www.middleeasteye.net/terms-and-conditions
https://www.middleeasteye.net/careers
https://www.middleeasteye.net/careers
https://www.middleeasteye.net/form/contact
https://www.middleeasteye.net/form/contact
https://www.middleeasteye.net/topics/israel-war-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/topics/israel-war-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/france-journalists-stage-die-in-protest-israel-killing-reporters-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/topics/trump
https://www.middleeasteye.net/topics/trump
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/trump-tariffs-why-world-should-boycott-us
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/france-journalists-stage-die-in-protest-israel-killing-reporters-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/trump-tariffs-why-world-should-boycott-us
https://www.middleeasteye.net/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/live
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news
https://www.middleeasteye.net/trending
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion
https://www.middleeasteye.net/video
https://www.middleeasteye.net/explainers
https://www.youtube.com/MiddleEastEye
https://www.youtube.com/MiddleEastEye
https://www.youtube.com/MiddleEastEye
https://x.com/MiddleEastEye
https://x.com/MiddleEastEye
https://x.com/MiddleEastEye
https://www.instagram.com/middleeasteye
https://www.instagram.com/middleeasteye
https://www.instagram.com/middleeasteye
https://www.facebook.com/MiddleEastEye
https://www.facebook.com/MiddleEastEye
https://www.facebook.com/MiddleEastEye
https://www.tiktok.com/@middleeasteye
https://www.tiktok.com/@middleeasteye
https://www.tiktok.com/@middleeasteye

UK (/countries/uk)

United Arab Emirates (/countries/uae)
US (/countries/us)

Yemen (/countries/yemen)

Copyright © 2014 - 2025. Middle East Eye. All rights reserved. Only England and Wales jurisdiction apply in all legal matters.
Middle East Eye ISSN 2634-2456

+


https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/uk
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/uk
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/uae
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/uae
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/us
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/us
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/yemen
https://www.middleeasteye.net/countries/yemen

