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With numerous works featured in Washington Post, The Guardian, The Wall Street Journal, The Los Angeles Times, Der Spiegel, and many other renowned international
publications, it may come as a surprise to learn that Iman Al-Dabbagh never formally studied photography.
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This self-taught Saudi Arabian female photographer was born and raised in Jeddah to Palestinian-Armenian parents and lived in Saudi Arabia until she was 18, when she
moved to Los Angeles, USA, to study art with an emphasis in graphic design. While there, she worked in print production and the design field, and several years later
decided to take up photography.



According to Arab News, a friend of her mother was the first person to encourage her to try photography, back in 2006, a year after graduating. That same year, Al-
Dabbagh met the late French photographer Alexandra Boulat, who also encouraged her to pursue photography, and to do so in Saudi Arabia as she had access to a world
that was closed to many.



A decade after living and working in the US, Al-Dabbagh finally moved back to Saudi Arabia following the advice of her mother’s friend and Boulat, where she now works
on assignments for international publications.



Her works have been described as raw and diverse, perhaps a reflection of her background and a life lived in different countries and many communities. According to her
website, she “works on self-assigned, long-term visual narratives addressing social and human issues, love and social taboos in conservative societies, identity, self
image, and the little stories in-between. Iman’s interest lies in the small, unnoticed stories.



The stories she makes are narrated by her own life events and experiences; they are self-portraits, in a way. Her photographs are known for being intimate and natural,
and they’ve been described as magical.”

Check out her work here (https://www.photosbyiman.com/).
Saudi Female (/taxonomy/term/14196) Saudi Arabia Women (/taxonomy/term/47201) Saudi Women (/taxonomy/term/696) Saudi Woman (/taxonomy/term/4481)

Saudi Arabia Woman (/taxonomy/term/63331) Iman Dabbagh (/taxonomy/term/89301) Saudi Photographers (/taxonomy/term/36331)

Saudi Female Photographer (/taxonomy/term/77126)

(/#facebook) (/#twitter) (/#pinterest) (/#whatsapp) (/#flipboard) (/#reddit)

Share Article

Write a comment

Similar Stories

More from Art & Books

(/node/65786)

Art & Books (/taxonomy/term/151)

https://www.photosbyiman.com/
https://www.photosbyiman.com/
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/14196
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/47201
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/696
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/4481
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/63331
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/89301
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/36331
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/77126
https://www.abouther.com/#facebook
https://www.abouther.com/#twitter
https://www.abouther.com/#pinterest
https://www.abouther.com/#whatsapp
https://www.abouther.com/#flipboard
https://www.abouther.com/#reddit
https://www.abouther.com/node/65786
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/151
https://www.abouther.com/node/65786


Exploring the Art-Science
Intersection: SASCA's Exhibition
Unveils 25 Works (/node/65786)

(/node/65751)

Art & Books (/taxonomy/term/151)

Reclaiming Narratives: Unveiling
Arab Womanhood through Sama
Alshaibi's Artistic Activism
(/node/65751)

(/node/65736)

Art & Books (/taxonomy/term/151)

Saudi Arabia: Unveiling Centuries
of Heritage at the 33rd Abu Dhabi
International Book Fair
(/node/65736)

(/node/65726)

Art & Books (/taxonomy/term/151)

Exploring the Boundaries: Saudi
Artist Heba Ismail's Journey into
Saudi NFT Art (/node/65726)

https://www.abouther.com/node/65786
https://www.abouther.com/node/65751
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/151
https://www.abouther.com/node/65751
https://www.abouther.com/node/65736
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/151
https://www.abouther.com/node/65736
https://www.abouther.com/node/65726
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/151
https://www.abouther.com/node/65726


   ›› (/node/19746/entertainment/art-books/get-know-more-about-self-taught-jeddah-based-photographer-iman-al?page=1)

Popular

 (/node/53696/people/features/misks-10-year-

anniversary-10-accomplishments-foundation)

Features (/sections/features)
Misk's 10-Year Anniversary: 10 Accomplishments By The Foundation
(/node/53696/people/features/misks-10-year-anniversary-10-accomplishments-foundation)

 (/node/53701/entertainment/art-books/these-

four-art-exhibitions-are-showing-doha-year)

Art & Books (/sections/art-books)
These Four Art Exhibitions Are Showing In Doha This Year (/node/53701/entertainment/art-
books/these-four-art-exhibitions-are-showing-doha-year)

 (/node/53446/people/leading-ladies/meet-

saudi-women-who-heads-one-top-art-institutes-ksa)

Leading Ladies (/sections/leading-ladies)
Meet The Saudi Women Who Heads One Of The Top Art Institutes in KSA
(/node/53446/people/leading-ladies/meet-saudi-women-who-heads-one-top-art-institutes-ksa)

 (/node/28911/people/leading-ladies/10-

unstoppable-saudi-women-inspire-us-everyday)

Leading Ladies (/sections/leading-ladies)
10 Unstoppable Saudi Women That Inspire Us Everyday (/node/28911/people/leading-
ladies/10-unstoppable-saudi-women-inspire-us-everyday)

 (/node/52516/people/influencers/simi-khadra-

saudi-raised-palestinian-it-girl)

Influencers (/sections/influencers)
Get To Know Simi Khadra, Saudi-raised, Palestinian It-Girl
(/node/52516/people/influencers/simi-khadra-saudi-raised-palestinian-it-girl)

 (/node/50101/fashion/what-shop/7-places-get-thrifty-

dubai)

What to Shop (/sections/what-shop)
7 Places To Get Thrifty In Dubai (/node/50101/fashion/what-shop/7-places-get-thrifty-
dubai)

 (/node/52066/people/features/almost-half-saudi-

arabias-gamers-are-women)

Features (/sections/features)
Almost Half of Saudi Arabia's Gamers Are Women (/node/52066/people/features/almost-
half-saudi-arabias-gamers-are-women)

(/node/65701)

Art & Books (/taxonomy/term/151)

Art as Lifeline: Saudi Artist Dana
Almasoud's Quest for Beauty and
Connection (/node/65701)

https://www.abouther.com/node/19746/entertainment/art-books/get-know-more-about-self-taught-jeddah-based-photographer-iman-al?page=1
https://www.abouther.com/node/53696/people/features/misks-10-year-anniversary-10-accomplishments-foundation
https://www.abouther.com/node/53696/people/features/misks-10-year-anniversary-10-accomplishments-foundation
https://www.abouther.com/node/53696/people/features/misks-10-year-anniversary-10-accomplishments-foundation
https://www.abouther.com/sections/features
https://www.abouther.com/sections/features
https://www.abouther.com/node/53696/people/features/misks-10-year-anniversary-10-accomplishments-foundation
https://www.abouther.com/node/53696/people/features/misks-10-year-anniversary-10-accomplishments-foundation
https://www.abouther.com/node/53701/entertainment/art-books/these-four-art-exhibitions-are-showing-doha-year
https://www.abouther.com/node/53701/entertainment/art-books/these-four-art-exhibitions-are-showing-doha-year
https://www.abouther.com/node/53701/entertainment/art-books/these-four-art-exhibitions-are-showing-doha-year
https://www.abouther.com/sections/art-books
https://www.abouther.com/sections/art-books
https://www.abouther.com/node/53701/entertainment/art-books/these-four-art-exhibitions-are-showing-doha-year
https://www.abouther.com/node/53701/entertainment/art-books/these-four-art-exhibitions-are-showing-doha-year
https://www.abouther.com/node/53701/entertainment/art-books/these-four-art-exhibitions-are-showing-doha-year
https://www.abouther.com/node/53446/people/leading-ladies/meet-saudi-women-who-heads-one-top-art-institutes-ksa
https://www.abouther.com/node/53446/people/leading-ladies/meet-saudi-women-who-heads-one-top-art-institutes-ksa
https://www.abouther.com/node/53446/people/leading-ladies/meet-saudi-women-who-heads-one-top-art-institutes-ksa
https://www.abouther.com/sections/leading-ladies
https://www.abouther.com/sections/leading-ladies
https://www.abouther.com/node/53446/people/leading-ladies/meet-saudi-women-who-heads-one-top-art-institutes-ksa
https://www.abouther.com/node/53446/people/leading-ladies/meet-saudi-women-who-heads-one-top-art-institutes-ksa
https://www.abouther.com/node/28911/people/leading-ladies/10-unstoppable-saudi-women-inspire-us-everyday
https://www.abouther.com/node/28911/people/leading-ladies/10-unstoppable-saudi-women-inspire-us-everyday
https://www.abouther.com/node/28911/people/leading-ladies/10-unstoppable-saudi-women-inspire-us-everyday
https://www.abouther.com/sections/leading-ladies
https://www.abouther.com/sections/leading-ladies
https://www.abouther.com/node/28911/people/leading-ladies/10-unstoppable-saudi-women-inspire-us-everyday
https://www.abouther.com/node/28911/people/leading-ladies/10-unstoppable-saudi-women-inspire-us-everyday
https://www.abouther.com/node/28911/people/leading-ladies/10-unstoppable-saudi-women-inspire-us-everyday
https://www.abouther.com/node/52516/people/influencers/simi-khadra-saudi-raised-palestinian-it-girl
https://www.abouther.com/node/52516/people/influencers/simi-khadra-saudi-raised-palestinian-it-girl
https://www.abouther.com/node/52516/people/influencers/simi-khadra-saudi-raised-palestinian-it-girl
https://www.abouther.com/sections/influencers
https://www.abouther.com/sections/influencers
https://www.abouther.com/node/52516/people/influencers/simi-khadra-saudi-raised-palestinian-it-girl
https://www.abouther.com/node/52516/people/influencers/simi-khadra-saudi-raised-palestinian-it-girl
https://www.abouther.com/node/50101/fashion/what-shop/7-places-get-thrifty-dubai
https://www.abouther.com/node/50101/fashion/what-shop/7-places-get-thrifty-dubai
https://www.abouther.com/node/50101/fashion/what-shop/7-places-get-thrifty-dubai
https://www.abouther.com/sections/what-shop
https://www.abouther.com/sections/what-shop
https://www.abouther.com/node/50101/fashion/what-shop/7-places-get-thrifty-dubai
https://www.abouther.com/node/50101/fashion/what-shop/7-places-get-thrifty-dubai
https://www.abouther.com/node/50101/fashion/what-shop/7-places-get-thrifty-dubai
https://www.abouther.com/node/52066/people/features/almost-half-saudi-arabias-gamers-are-women
https://www.abouther.com/node/52066/people/features/almost-half-saudi-arabias-gamers-are-women
https://www.abouther.com/node/52066/people/features/almost-half-saudi-arabias-gamers-are-women
https://www.abouther.com/sections/features
https://www.abouther.com/sections/features
https://www.abouther.com/node/52066/people/features/almost-half-saudi-arabias-gamers-are-women
https://www.abouther.com/node/52066/people/features/almost-half-saudi-arabias-gamers-are-women
https://www.abouther.com/node/52066/people/features/almost-half-saudi-arabias-gamers-are-women
https://www.abouther.com/node/65701
https://www.abouther.com/taxonomy/term/151
https://www.abouther.com/node/65701


 (/node/54311/people/events/andy-warhol-

exhibition-coming-al-ula)

Events (/sections/events)
An Andy Warhol Exhibition Is Coming to Al Ula (/node/54311/people/events/andy-warhol-
exhibition-coming-al-ula)

Look of the Day

Connect



SNAPCHAT

(https://www.snapchat.com/add/abouther.com)

 

FACEBOOK

(https://www.facebook.com/AboutHerCom)

 

TWITTER

(https://twitter.com/AboutHerOFCL)

 

INSTAGRAM

(https://www.instagram.com/AboutHerOfficial)

H O M E  ( / )  P R I V A C Y  P O L I C Y  ( / N O D E / 7 6 )  A B O U T  U S  ( / N O D E / 7 1 )  C O N T A C T  ( / C O N T A C T )
A D V E R T I S E  W I T H  U S  ( M A I L T O : R E V E N U E @ S R M G . C O M )

© Copyright 2022 | AboutHer.com.
All Rights Reserved for Saudi Research and Publishing Company

American model Amelia Gray walked the Met Gala
red carpet in New York, wearing Messika
(/node/65881/fashion/celebrity-style/american- (/

 

https://www.abouther.com/node/54311/people/events/andy-warhol-exhibition-coming-al-ula
https://www.abouther.com/node/54311/people/events/andy-warhol-exhibition-coming-al-ula
https://www.abouther.com/node/54311/people/events/andy-warhol-exhibition-coming-al-ula
https://www.abouther.com/sections/events
https://www.abouther.com/sections/events
https://www.abouther.com/node/54311/people/events/andy-warhol-exhibition-coming-al-ula
https://www.abouther.com/node/54311/people/events/andy-warhol-exhibition-coming-al-ula
https://www.abouther.com/node/54311/people/events/andy-warhol-exhibition-coming-al-ula
https://www.snapchat.com/add/abouther.com
https://www.facebook.com/AboutHerCom
https://twitter.com/AboutHerOFCL
https://www.instagram.com/AboutHerOfficial
https://www.abouther.com/
https://www.abouther.com/node/76
https://www.abouther.com/node/71
https://www.abouther.com/contact
mailto:revenue@srmg.com
https://www.abouther.com/node/65881/fashion/celebrity-style/american-model-amelia-gray-walked-met-gala-red-carpet-new-york
https://www.abouther.com/node/65881/fashion/celebrity-style/american-model-amelia-gray-walked-met-gala-red-carpet-new-york
https://www.abouther.com/node/65881/fashion/celebrity-style/american-model-amelia-gray-walked-met-gala-red-carpet-new-york
https://www.abouther.com/node/65876/fashion/celebrity-style/colombian-singer-karol-g-walked-met-gala-red-carpet-new-york
https://www.abouther.com/node/65876/fashion/celebrity-style/colombian-singer-karol-g-walked-met-gala-red-carpet-new-york
https://www.abouther.com/node/65876/fashion/celebrity-style/colombian-singer-karol-g-walked-met-gala-red-carpet-new-york

