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FABRIK
SU

R
SO

C
K

 M
U

SE
U

M

M
arch 31 to M

ay 8

Th
e urban fabric, the fabric of society – 

the word “fabric” in com
m

on parlance 
m

eans far m
ore than cloth. In FABRIK 

(Factory), five artists explore the 
interwoven notions of work, m

igration 
and revolt. Jasm

ina M
etwaly and 

Philip Rizk, Olaf Nicolai, Hito Steyerl 
and Tobias Zielony have transform

ed 
the Sursock M

useum
 into a factory 

in m
any senses – a virtual factory to 

m
atch a digital world, a defunct factory 

in Egypt, a factory for political and 
visual propaganda. 

M
etwaly and Rizk’s video 

installation captures the construction 
of a studio on a Cairo rooftop, where 
locals were invited to discuss their 
experiences of work and the injustices 
it has engendered, from

 police brutality 
to corruption. W

eaving together fact 

and fiction, these testim
onies blur 

lines and reveal the holes in a flawed 
system

. Nicolai’s work is also set on a 
rooftop – that of the Germ

an Pavilion 
at the 56th Venice Biennale. He 
explores the sym

bolism
 of the rooftop 

as a lim
inal space of freedom

 and of 
risk, still shacked by the politics and 
connections that perm

eate each layer of 
society and strata of the city. Zielony’s 
photographs of African refugees in 
Germ

any, m
eanwhile, explore the 

overlapping worlds of art photography 
and photojournalism

 – com
peting or 

com
plem

entary tools of representation.
Th

is thought-provoking and 
m

ulti-faceted show presents an 
in-depth exploration of the politics 
of visual m

edia and the creation and 
dissem

ination of im
ages.

Hito Steyerl, Installation 
view of Factory of the Sun, 
2015. Single-channel video, 
HD video pro rez.M

O
V file, 

23’. Blue illum
inated grid 

on the floor. Free-standing 
projection architecture, 
sunloungers, and beach 
chairs. Im

age courtesy of 
the Sursock M

useum

Jasm
ina M

etwaly and Philip 
Rizk, Installation view of 
O

ut on the Street, 2015. 
Installation: HD video single-
channel projection, 72’, 
sound, cellphone footage 
on a screen, concrete tiles 
from

 an Egyptian rooftop, 
wooden crates, drawings, 
and 5 photographs folded 
as a m

ap. Im
age courtesy 

of the Sursock M
useum

O
laf Nicolai, Installation view 

of GIRO
 (Tableaux), 2015 

and GIRO
 / Som

ewhere in 
halted tim

e, the spectacle 
of rotating wings…

, 
2015/2016. Projection of 
two videos, recordings 
from

 cam
eras m

ounted on 
boom

erangs from
 the roof 

of the Germ
an Pavilion of 

the 56th Venice Biennale, 
continuous loops (sky 2’09’’ / 
earth 1’30’’). Im

age courtesy 
of the Sursock M

useum

Tobias Zielony, Installation 
view of The Citizen, 
2015. Layout of 7 color 
photographs, various sizes, 
on 3 large-scale pigm

ented 
inkjet prints, m

ounted on 
alu-dibond. Newspapers 
in a display. 4 showcases 
with 30 prints. Newspaper, 
16 pages, tabloid form

at, 
for visitors to take with 
them

. Im
age courtesy of 

the Sursock M
useum
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art paper #17 
REVIEW

Painter and video artist Greta Naufal’s 
latest solo show is accom

panied by an 
esoteric, poetic statem

ent that obscures 
m

ore than it reveals. Reflecting on 
dated soundtracks and forgotten 
com

posers, it ends with a string of 
affi

rm
ations: “I com

pose. I build 
m

yself a new language. I sublim
e in 

form
 and colours these transm

itted 
objects, now in m

y possession. I paint. 
I play and thwart these ephem

eral 
m

elodies that m
y eye hears. I transpose. 

I paint. I m
editate. I com

pose. I’m
 

leaving elsewhere.”

Greta Naufal, 
Renaissance (Rebirth),
2017, acrylic on 
canvas, 140 × 140 cm

 

Greta Naufal, 
Nahawand (Taqasim

) I,
2017, acrylic on 
canvas, 152 × 114 
cm

, artist collection 

Naufal, who has taught fine art at 
the Lebanese Am

erican University and 
the Am

erican University of Beirut, is 
exhibiting a series of colourful paintings. 
Bold, geom

etric com
positions form

 
sem

i-abstract tableaux, but look closer 
and recognisable objects start to 
appear – a leaf or a feather, the wheels 
of an old-fashioned cassette player, a 
record beside the colourful perfect 
square of record sleeves. Naufal’s 
m

ysterious canvasses com
bine with 

her artist’s statem
ent to create a sense 

of nostalgia and exploration, leaving 
viewers with a sense that they are seeing 
behind the curtain into the m

ind of 
an artist intent on discovering what it 
m

eans to create. How they choose to 
interpret what they see is left to them

 
to decide.

Greta Naufal: Partition Inachevée
G

A
L

E
R

IE JA
N

IN
E R

U
B

E
IZ

April 26 to M
ay 20

2
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