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For multimedia artist Steve Sabella, these hard times require us to access the potential of our
imagination in order to conjure up our collective future. His works of art re�ecting the hardships
of the Palestinians become universal metaphors for global rebirth.

“We are in the era of something new,” says the Palestinian artist. “Of change, opportunity,
creativity, imagination. So we must bid farewell to the age of war and hatred. In the post-
coronavirus apocalypse, any leader in the world who does not endorse pure awareness to protect
the planet �rst, followed by equal welfare for all its citizens, will eventually have no chance.”

When the Covid-19 crisis hit, the artist was about to put up for auction his six metre-wide
photographic triptych called “No Man’s Land” at Sotheby’s, donating all of the proceeds to Birzeit’s
Palestinian Museum Education Programme.

No Man’s Land 2015 [Image provided by Naima Morelli]

Ironically, “No Man’s Land” — which presents a kaleidoscope of the residue of life — is a very
�tting work for these times. It is almost a cautionary tale, representing the catastrophe that might
happen if we don’t shift our values radically. In the piece, rotting leaves, feathers, pollen and �ying
dust create a new landscape, where we see lost human-like �gures wandering, drowning.

READ: Palestine’s recent history through political landscape posters

“In many ways, this is the physical and mental state that many Palestinians live in, even those who
remained on the land,” says the artist, who was originally inspired for the work by the condition of
his co-nationals. “And now, this is a reality that might hit all people with the blink of an eye.”

As always in Sabella’s work, hope counters the darkest aspects: “This piece [“No Man’s Land”]
inspires us to imagine the beauty of our world and see beyond its surface, especially today when
everything is in �ux.”
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The artist, now based in Berlin, was born in Jerusalem’s Old City and remained there until 2007.
Back then, he felt in exile while being at home: “I experienced �rst-hand how the Israeli
occupation paralyses and controls the body. I felt the extreme psychological impact of what it
means to be born under occupation, and live later a trapped reality.”

In his body of work a recurring theme is indeed the “Colonised Imagination”. This is based on the
observation that many Palestinians have reached a point where they cannot even imagine living in
freedom, let alone liberate their land.

The sound of Jerusalem 2020 [Image provided by Naima Morelli]

“I woke up to realise that what was forbidding the liberation of the land was that the people were
occupied in their imagination. So I cleansed my imagination, declared my independence and gave
myself a rebirth.” He believes that this is possible not only for Palestinians, but also for everyone
else: “In the end, it is One World. One Heart.”

While living abroad, Sabella has always maintained strong ties with the art scene in Palestine. He
had 11 solos on the ground between 1998 and 2007. After he left Jerusalem he started
considering himself as an ambassador for his origins. It’s a role that he regards as particularly
suitable for artists.

READ: One Palestinian group is running to restore freedom of movement

“Artists are the most equipped to feel the pulse of nations, and later transform these vibrations
into great art, art without identity, so that everyone can identify with it,” he notes. “Only such art
can survive the pages of time.”

He has many ideas about how to set Palestinian art in high motion, increase its value and bring it
to international attention via di�erent validation routes. He has started planning partnerships
with local Palestinian in�uencers to create a sustainable corporate art collection in Palestine.
Knowing that the times coming will be economically tough, he’s aware that this is a time for
synergy.

“It should always be remembered that the crash is in the monetary value, not in art’s intrinsic
value, even though there is a correlation.” Sabella is aware that artists will pay a huge price, but
does not see them becoming less creative by any means. “The time has come for clarity and for
cleansing and for all creatives to become super creatives.”

READ: ‘Radical’ in Ramallah, the Palestinian skateboard scene

The Palestinian exile feels strongly, because the role of the artist in the disruption of the world as
we know it is to imagine and create this new reality together. “The time has come to stop drawing
borders and start drawing our future. And the future is now. We are all interconnected, part of a
much larger picture. We must inject into ourselves the image of a better world, and this time not
having it as just as a utopia. We are in the era of the essence, of hard work, like never before.”

Sabella is working hard himself, having created in the last few weeks what he usually produces in
�ve years: “I believe that as long as you do what you love, the universe will always carry you. And
maybe I was feeling the urgency to create a body of work on the essence of life and being.”

Whether it’s a painting, an installation, writing or photography, all of Sabella’s creations derive
from an intense focus. He works by eliminating all clutter, noise and distortion, to get to an inward
journey in search of what he calls “the minerals of our essence. Our soul. And because the soul
does not like to be lied to, I quickly learned to be honest with myself and not waste time
processing super�cial things.”

From these re�ections stemmed his new series of artworks called “Everland”, “Endless”, “A Short
Story”, “Palestine UNSETTLED”, “The Sound of Jerusalem” and his newest book, The Secrets of Life.
The artwork “Everland”, in particular, celebrates all the beauty that comes out of Palestine, and is
based on the pictures of embroidery he took during his past travels.
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“To be born in Jerusalem or anywhere else,” he concludes, “always means that you are becoming a
citizen of planet Earth. We are all from everywhere and nowhere. Poetically, we are all from
elsewhere! And that nowhere is the ‘everland’ that we are all searching for. The ground we are
looking for is right there under our feet.”

0 Comments

214

Latest Updates Africa Asia & Americas Middle East Europe Book Reviews Event Reviews Film Reviews

Columnist Dr Daud Abdullah Ramzy Baroud Kamel Hawwash Amelia Smith Yvonne Ridley Asa Winstanley Guest Writers Interviews

Regular Contributors Nasim Ahmed Omar Ahmed Jehan Alfarra Khalil Charles Ibrahim Hewitt Muhammad Hussein Lauren Lewis Maha Salah Ramona Wadi

Reports & Resources Brie�ng Papers Fact Sheets Reports Documents Interviews

Stay Informed  Facebook  Twitter  Youtube  Instagram

Middle East Monitor About Us Palestine Book Awards Editorial Guidelines Legal Pages Press Releases Privacy Policy All Stories Archive Contact Us

Creating New Perspectives
© The Middle East Monitor 2009-2020. All Rights Reserved | Legal Pages | Privacy Policy

SHARES

Related

Palestine’s recent history through
political landscape posters
March 17, 2020

Palestinian Freedom Movement:
‘Abbas is not serious about elections’
January 7, 2020

The Palestinian artist jailed by Israel
for the ‘crime’ of inspiring his people
February 29, 2020

SHOW COMMENTS

Follow us

   

Download MEMO App

Article
Mr Bennett, don't teach us
lessons about humanity
April 4, Motasem A Dalloul

Article
Does Iran control four Arab
capitals?
April 4, Abdul Sattar Qassem

Article
Houthi prisoner exchange
with Saudi: The di�erence
between ...
April 4, Dr Adnan Abu Amer

Article
Hezbollah’s coronavirus
response plan is a political
tool, n...
April 3, Lauren Lewis

Blog
Ethiopia: Dam dispute stokes
anti-Egypt feelings
April 3, Seleshi Tessema

Article
Israel tells Palestinian
prisoners, ‘Use your socks to
make ...
April 3, Abu Ahmed Al-
Falasteeni

Article
What does Haftar want with
Tunisia?
April 2, Samir Hamdi

Blog
Palestinian prisoners simply
don’t matter to Israel’s
securi...
April 2, Ramona Wadi

Article
One year on with his o�ensive
and Haftar is more
determined...
April 2, Dr Mustafa Fetouri

Article
Netanyahu can’t be trusted,
nor can Benny Gantz
April 2, Motasem A Dalloul

Latest Opinion Pieces Read our blogs & in-depth articles More Opinion →

A Palestinian guide to surviving a quarantine:
On faith, humour and 'Dutch Candy'
April 5, 2020

Blog

NEWS  OPINION  REVIEWS  FEATURES  PUBLICATIONS  MULTIMEDIA  MORE 

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/interviews/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/region/middle-east/israel/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/region/middle-east/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/region/middle-east/palestine/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/photo-stories/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/contact
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/news/africa-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/news/asia-americas/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/news/middle-east/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/news/europe-russia/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/reviews/review-books/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/reviews/review-events-articles/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/reviews/review-films-documentaries/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/commentary-analysis/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/178473/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/kamel-hawwash/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/amelia-smith/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/yvonne-ridley/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/inquiry-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/guest-writers/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/interviews/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/nasim-ahmed/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/omar-ahmed/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/jehan-alfarra
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/khalil-charles
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/ibrahim-hewitt/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/muhammad-hussein/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/lauren-lewis/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/maha-salah
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/6-author/ramona-wadi/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/publications/briefing-papers/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/publications/fact-sheets/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/publications/reports/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/publications/documents/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/interviews/
https://www.facebook.com/middleeastmonitor
https://www.twitter.com/middleeastmnt
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJX8Wn6opMsBng3QWh0dK6g
https://www.instagram.com/middleeastmonitor/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/about/
http://www.palestinebookawards.com/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/editorial-guidelines/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/editorial-availability-intellectual-property/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/press-releases/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/privacy/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/all-stories/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/contact/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/editorial-availability-intellectual-property/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/privacy
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/
https://i2.wp.com/www.middleeastmonitor.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/endless-2020-scaled-e1585929084884.jpg?quality=85&strip=all&ssl=1
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200317-palestines-recent-history-through-political-landscape-posters/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200317-palestines-recent-history-through-political-landscape-posters/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200107-palestinian-freedom-movement-abbas-is-not-serious-about-elections/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200107-palestinian-freedom-movement-abbas-is-not-serious-about-elections/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200229-the-palestinian-artist-jailed-by-israel-for-the-crime-of-inspiring-his-people/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200229-the-palestinian-artist-jailed-by-israel-for-the-crime-of-inspiring-his-people/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/photo-stories/youve-been-served/
https://www.memopublishers.com/publications/item/palestinians-of-syria-the-story-of-unending-suffering
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/specials/refugee_journey/eritrea/
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/middle-east-monitor-app/id720707131?mt=8
https://www.facebook.com/middleeastmonitor
https://www.twitter.com/middleeastmnt
https://www.youtube.com/user/MiddleEastMonitor
https://www.instagram.com/middleeastmonitor/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=hr.apps.n154834935
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200405-a-palestinian-guide-to-surviving-a-quarantine-on-faith-humour-and-dutch-candy/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200404-mr-bennett-dont-teach-us-lessons-about-humanity/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200404-mr-bennett-dont-teach-us-lessons-about-humanity/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200404-does-iran-control-four-arab-capitals/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200404-does-iran-control-four-arab-capitals/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200404-houthi-prisoner-exchange-with-saudi-the-difference-between-seriousness-and-posturing/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200404-houthi-prisoner-exchange-with-saudi-the-difference-between-seriousness-and-posturing/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200403-hezbollahs-coronavirus-response-plan-is-a-political-tool-not-a-cover-up/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200403-hezbollahs-coronavirus-response-plan-is-a-political-tool-not-a-cover-up/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200403-ethiopia-dam-dispute-stokes-anti-egypt-feelings/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/blogs-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200403-ethiopia-dam-dispute-stokes-anti-egypt-feelings/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200403-israel-tells-palestinian-prisoners-use-your-socks-to-make-masks-as-neglect-continues/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200403-israel-tells-palestinian-prisoners-use-your-socks-to-make-masks-as-neglect-continues/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-what-does-haftar-want-with-tunisia/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-what-does-haftar-want-with-tunisia/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-palestinian-prisoners-simply-dont-matter-to-israels-security-narrative-even-in-a-pandemic/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/blogs-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-palestinian-prisoners-simply-dont-matter-to-israels-security-narrative-even-in-a-pandemic/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-one-year-on-with-his-offensive-and-haftar-is-more-determined-but-less-successful/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-one-year-on-with-his-offensive-and-haftar-is-more-determined-but-less-successful/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-netanyahu-cant-be-trusted-nor-can-benny-gantz/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/articles-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-netanyahu-cant-be-trusted-nor-can-benny-gantz/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200405-a-palestinian-guide-to-surviving-a-quarantine-on-faith-humour-and-dutch-candy/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/blogs-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/news-2/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/opinion-pieces/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/reviews/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/interviews/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/publications/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/category/photo-stories/

