
5/12/17, 11:21 AMWhat’s Next for Algerian Gallerist Sabrina Amrani? | Vogue Arabia

Page 1 of 16http://en.vogue.me/culture/gallerist-sabrina-amrani-art-exhibition/

What’s Next for Algerian Gallerist SabrinaWhat’s Next for Algerian Gallerist Sabrina
Amrani?Amrani?

CULTURECULTURE    MARCH 6, 2017MARCH 6, 2017

by by SUERAYA SHAHEENSUERAYA SHAHEEN and  and PHILIPPA MORGANPHILIPPA MORGAN

Subscribe to the magazineSubscribe to the magazine  →→

FASHIONFASHION BEAUTYBEAUTY CULTURECULTURE RUNWAYRUNWAY VIDEOVIDEOFOLLOW VOGUE ARABIA FOLLOW VOGUE ARABIA !!

http://nervora-d.openx.net/w/1.0/rc?ai=f48f5896-59ed-4bac-26f6-d89adaadd1fa&ts=1fHU9MXxwaWQ9NTM3MDY2ODM0fHJpZD0xNmNiMWNmNy0yNTRlLTQ2YjgtYjlkNy03M2EyYjA3M2VkMDl8cnQ9MTQ5NDU3NzIyMXxhdWlkPTUzODYxNTkxMnxhdW09RE1JRC5XRUJ8YXVwZj1kaXNwbGF5fHNzaWQ9NTM3MDY2OTcyfHNpZD01MzcyOTI1NTh8cHViPTUzNzE0MzI0MXxwYz1VU0R8cmFpZD0wZWRmNTY2Mi0wY2JhLTQ0NzAtYWRlZC00NGQxNWUxMDZiZTV8cnM9MXxhaWQ9NTM4NTAxOTI0fHQ9MXxhcz03Mjh4OTB8bGlkPTUzNzgxNzQ1M3xvaWQ9NTM3MzUzMDM4fHA9MjUwMDB8cHI9MjUwMDB8YXRiPTI1MDAwfGFkdj01MzcxMzc5NDN8YWM9VVNEfHBtPVBSSUNJTkcuQ1BNfGJtPUJVWUlORy5IT1VTRXxsaXQ9SHx1cj02bjcxNDl5N2dy
http://en.vogue.me/category/culture/
http://en.vogue.me/author/sueraya/
http://en.vogue.me/author/philippa/
http://nervora-d.openx.net/w/1.0/rc?ai=f48f5896-59ed-4bac-26f6-d89adaadd1fa&ts=1fHU9MXxwaWQ9NTM3MDY2ODM0fHJpZD1kYWJhY2RhMi1kNDIwLTQ4ZDYtYmRkZC0zZDEyZDcyZDAwNDB8cnQ9MTQ5NDU3NzIyMXxhdWlkPTUzODYxNTkyOXxhdW09RE1JRC5XRUJ8YXVwZj1kaXNwbGF5fHNzaWQ9NTM3MDY2OTcyfHNpZD01MzcyOTI1NTh8cHViPTUzNzE0MzI0MXxwYz1VU0R8cmFpZD0wZWRmNTY2Mi0wY2JhLTQ0NzAtYWRlZC00NGQxNWUxMDZiZTV8cnM9MXxhaWQ9NTM4NTAxOTMxfHQ9MXxhcz0zMDB4NjAwfGxpZD01Mzc4MTc0NTN8b2lkPTUzNzM1MzAzOHxwPTI1MDAwfHByPTI1MDAwfGF0Yj0yNTAwMHxhZHY9NTM3MTM3OTQzfGFjPVVTRHxwbT1QUklDSU5HLkNQTXxibT1CVVlJTkcuSE9VU0V8c2M9MXxsaXQ9SHx1cj0yY2dCQ2ZsY3BN
http://en.vogue.me/subscriptions
http://en.vogue.me/category/fashion/
http://en.vogue.me/category/beauty/
http://en.vogue.me/category/culture/
http://en.vogue.me/category/runway/
http://en.vogue.me/category/video/
http://en.vogue.me/


5/12/17, 11:21 AMWhat’s Next for Algerian Gallerist Sabrina Amrani? | Vogue Arabia

Page 2 of 16http://en.vogue.me/culture/gallerist-sabrina-amrani-art-exhibition/

Gallerist Sabrina Amrani. Background artwork: ZoulikahGallerist Sabrina Amrani. Background artwork: Zoulikah

Bouabdellah. Mirage I, 2011. Stainless steel and carBouabdellah. Mirage I, 2011. Stainless steel and car

paint. 193×193 cm. Courtesy of Sabrina Amranipaint. 193×193 cm. Courtesy of Sabrina Amrani

As part of the New York City art fair,As part of the New York City art fair,

““The Armory ShowThe Armory Show,” which showed,” which showed

from March 2-5 at the Chelsea Piers infrom March 2-5 at the Chelsea Piers in

Manhattan, showcased Manhattan, showcased SabrinaSabrina

AmraniAmrani. Vogue Arabia’s . Vogue Arabia’s SuerayaSueraya

ShaheenShaheen speaks to the Algerian speaks to the Algerian

gallerist about her current exhibit andgallerist about her current exhibit and

what’s emerging on the Arabian artwhat’s emerging on the Arabian art

scene.scene.

Algerian gallerist Sabrina Amrani,Algerian gallerist Sabrina Amrani,
who studied Sociology at thewho studied Sociology at the
Sorbonne, has been running anSorbonne, has been running an
eponymous contemporary art galleryeponymous contemporary art gallery
in Madrid since June 2011. She openedin Madrid since June 2011. She opened
the gallery in the neighbourhood ofthe gallery in the neighbourhood of
Malasaña, long before it became theMalasaña, long before it became the

https://www.thearmoryshow.com/
http://www.sabrinaamrani.com/
http://en.vogue.me/author/sueraya/
http://nervora-d.openx.net/w/1.0/rc?ai=f48f5896-59ed-4bac-26f6-d89adaadd1fa&ts=1fHU9MXxwaWQ9NTM3MDY2ODM0fHJpZD1kYWJhY2RhMi1kNDIwLTQ4ZDYtYmRkZC0zZDEyZDcyZDAwNDB8cnQ9MTQ5NDU3NzIyMXxhdWlkPTUzODYxNTkyOXxhdW09RE1JRC5XRUJ8YXVwZj1kaXNwbGF5fHNzaWQ9NTM3MDY2OTcyfHNpZD01MzcyOTI1NTh8cHViPTUzNzE0MzI0MXxwYz1VU0R8cmFpZD0wZWRmNTY2Mi0wY2JhLTQ0NzAtYWRlZC00NGQxNWUxMDZiZTV8cnM9MXxhaWQ9NTM4NTAxOTMxfHQ9MXxhcz0zMDB4NjAwfGxpZD01Mzc4MTc0NTN8b2lkPTUzNzM1MzAzOHxwPTI1MDAwfHByPTI1MDAwfGF0Yj0yNTAwMHxhZHY9NTM3MTM3OTQzfGFjPVVTRHxwbT1QUklDSU5HLkNQTXxibT1CVVlJTkcuSE9VU0V8c2M9MXxsaXQ9SHx1cj0yY2dCQ2ZsY3BN
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Malasaña, long before it became theMalasaña, long before it became the
centre of the art zeitgeist that it iscentre of the art zeitgeist that it is
today. Hot on the heels oftoday. Hot on the heels of
ARCOmadrid, Cape Town, and theARCOmadrid, Cape Town, and the
India Art Fair, Amrani represented herIndia Art Fair, Amrani represented her
gallery in New York for the first timegallery in New York for the first time
this year, bringing with her twothis year, bringing with her two
established, contemporary artists:established, contemporary artists:
Manal AlDowayan and JoëlManal AlDowayan and Joël
Andrianomearisoa. Next up? ArtAndrianomearisoa. Next up? Art
Dubai and Art Brussels…Dubai and Art Brussels…

Poolside I, 2015 by Manal AlDowayan. Courtesy of thePoolside I, 2015 by Manal AlDowayan. Courtesy of the

artist and Sabrina Amraniartist and Sabrina Amrani

How do you choose artists forHow do you choose artists for

exhibits, especially a curation suchexhibits, especially a curation such

as “The Armory?”as “The Armory?”

[The artists’] work has a really strong[The artists’] work has a really strong
dialogue between them and both havedialogue between them and both have
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dialogue between them and both havedialogue between them and both have
a presence in relevant museuma presence in relevant museum
collections in the US. Both Manal andcollections in the US. Both Manal and
Joël are in a great moment, and weJoël are in a great moment, and we
need to support them as much as weneed to support them as much as we
can. Embracing diverse media,can. Embracing diverse media,
AlDowayan’s work encompasses blackAlDowayan’s work encompasses black
and white photography, sculpture,and white photography, sculpture,
video, sound, neon, and large-scalevideo, sound, neon, and large-scale
participatory installations. Her artisticparticipatory installations. Her artistic
practice revolves around themes ofpractice revolves around themes of
active forgetting, archives, andactive forgetting, archives, and
collective memory, with a large focuscollective memory, with a large focus
on the state of Saudi women and theiron the state of Saudi women and their
representation.representation.

Partial installation shot of Sabrina Amrani’s booth at ThePartial installation shot of Sabrina Amrani’s booth at The

Armory Show, New York in March 2017. Works byArmory Show, New York in March 2017. Works by

Manal AlDowayan and Joël Andrianomearisoa.Manal AlDowayan and Joël Andrianomearisoa.

Courtesy of Sabrina Amrani.Courtesy of Sabrina Amrani.
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Andrianomearisoa is always on theAndrianomearisoa is always on the
edges. He does not approach his workedges. He does not approach his work
in a direct way, but places it at thein a direct way, but places it at the
edges of the desire of whoeveredges of the desire of whoever
discovers it. His work comes down todiscovers it. His work comes down to
a question of posture. He listens to thea question of posture. He listens to the
pulses of life with more generositypulses of life with more generosity
than they are given, and finds a way tothan they are given, and finds a way to
be present in the world, in the nude ofbe present in the world, in the nude of
life.life.

Solitary Car, 2015 by Manal AlDowayan. Courtesy of theSolitary Car, 2015 by Manal AlDowayan. Courtesy of the

artist and Sabrina Amraniartist and Sabrina Amrani

Is this vocation a childhood dream?Is this vocation a childhood dream?

Yes. I always wanted to be a gallerist.Yes. I always wanted to be a gallerist.
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Describe the Arabian Describe the Arabian art sceneart scene in in

three words…three words…

Indescribable in three.Indescribable in three.

Why are art fairs so exciting?Why are art fairs so exciting?

You meet a lot of people that youYou meet a lot of people that you
know from all over the world, and youknow from all over the world, and you
keep meeting in every city. It’s fun;keep meeting in every city. It’s fun;
[you get to] explore the city and the[you get to] explore the city and the
current exhibitions. But the best funcurrent exhibitions. But the best fun
comes when you make good sales.comes when you make good sales.

The Bus II, 2015 by Manal Al Dowayan. Courtesy of theThe Bus II, 2015 by Manal Al Dowayan. Courtesy of the

artist and Sabrina Amraniartist and Sabrina Amrani

What will you show back home atWhat will you show back home at

the Sabrina Amrani Art Gallerythe Sabrina Amrani Art Gallery

when you eventually return?when you eventually return?

http://en.vogue.me/category/culture/
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We are preparing a spectacularWe are preparing a spectacular
exhibition by the acclaimed Egyptianexhibition by the acclaimed Egyptian
artist Chant Avedissian. It is a fakeartist Chant Avedissian. It is a fake
retrospective, in the sense that itretrospective, in the sense that it
revisits the elements that he has beenrevisits the elements that he has been
using in his career with new and oldusing in his career with new and old
work from 1975 to the present time;work from 1975 to the present time;
the new pieces are to die for. It’s athe new pieces are to die for. It’s a
show that describes his trajectory. Weshow that describes his trajectory. We
have established a really powerfulhave established a really powerful
collaboration with him, with hundredscollaboration with him, with hundreds
of emails and a key visit to meet himof emails and a key visit to meet him
in Cairo, and the result is amazing.in Cairo, and the result is amazing.
Keep an eye on the return of ChantKeep an eye on the return of Chant
Avedissian. He hasn’t exhibited in aAvedissian. He hasn’t exhibited in a
gallery in more than a decade.gallery in more than a decade.

Chant Avedissian works from left to right: 3 red circlesChant Avedissian works from left to right: 3 red circles
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Chant Avedissian works from left to right: 3 red circlesChant Avedissian works from left to right: 3 red circles

on blue background and 4 Bukhara floral patterns (B5),on blue background and 4 Bukhara floral patterns (B5),

2016; Bukhara floral pattern, Ottoman tiger-stripe and2016; Bukhara floral pattern, Ottoman tiger-stripe and

cintamani, 3 circles (P1), 2016; Ottoman textile leaves,cintamani, 3 circles (P1), 2016; Ottoman textile leaves,

ancient Egyptian stars, 3 circles (P2), 2016; 3 red circlesancient Egyptian stars, 3 circles (P2), 2016; 3 red circles

on blue background and 5 Bukhara floral patterns (B6),on blue background and 5 Bukhara floral patterns (B6),

2016. Courtesy of the artist and Sabrina Amrani2016. Courtesy of the artist and Sabrina Amrani

The Sabrina Amrani Art Gallery is oneThe Sabrina Amrani Art Gallery is one

of the leading art galleries in Madrid,of the leading art galleries in Madrid,

Spain and represents a select group ofSpain and represents a select group of

contemporary and emerging artists. Acontemporary and emerging artists. A

relatively new entrant to Spain’s artrelatively new entrant to Spain’s art

scene, it has already created a greatscene, it has already created a great

deal of buzz for encouraging newdeal of buzz for encouraging new

voices that are emerging in the Middlevoices that are emerging in the Middle

East and the North African region.East and the North African region.

“Transfer, Transport, Transit” by“Transfer, Transport, Transit” by

Chant Avedissian is showing at theChant Avedissian is showing at the

Sabrina Amrani Art GallerySabrina Amrani Art Gallery

from March 17 to May 27, 2017 atfrom March 17 to May 27, 2017 at

Madera 23, 28004 Madrid, Spain.Madera 23, 28004 Madrid, Spain.

Reviewed: Sophia Al-Maria on HerReviewed: Sophia Al-Maria on Her

First Solo Exhibit in the UAEFirst Solo Exhibit in the UAE..
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