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Sabella

To introduce Steve Sabella as definitively Palestinian or definitively Arab would be to overlook this
exceptional artist’s life quest of questioning one’s given identity, what identity is in essence, its
relationship to the image, and how one can transform and integrate a given identity into a state of active
self-construction. Steve Sabella’s work represents an individual consciousness seeking to understand its
meaning and role in the world, and to take charge of the image, where our understanding of the world
perhaps resides.

Steve Sabella, born in Jerusalem in 1975, is a Berlin-based artist who uses photography and
photographic installation as his principle modes of expression. He has won several awards and was one
of the commissioned artists for the inauguration of MATHAF Arab Museum of Modern Art in Doha.
Sabella’s artworks have been collected by the British Museum in London and others and by leading
collectors around the world. He has held international shows in the Middle East, Europe and the US.

Sabella’s project “In Exile” explored the mental image that Palestinians hold of Jerusalem and has gained
international attention, leading to its production into a documentary film. Consequently, Sabella has been
using photo collage as a visual form for the state of mind that results from living in 'mental exile’ and the
transcendence of this state towards Independence (2013). As he writes, “the hard work was finding
how to allow for a new transformation, while accepting that my DNA will always stay the same.”

For 38 Days of Re-Collection (2014) Sabella lived in a Palestinian home occupied by Israelis since 1948.
Unsettled, he tried to make sense of the space by photographing it thoroughly, then collected fragments
of paint that were peeling off the walls of the home he was born in and other houses in the old city of
Jerusalem. He painted light sensitive black-and-white photo emulsion on the fragments, and then
printed the photographs he had taken on them. Also in 2014, Steve Sabella presented his latest work at
his exhibition “Fragments” at London’s Berloni Gallery from March 7 to May 10.

Sabella is one of those rare artists who question not only the world but also themselves. The making of
his artistic images is linked to the evolution of his self-image. Throughout his work, he has been on a
quest to deconstruct and defy labels, to rebuild his identity, taking the risk of feeling like a stranger to
oneself, uprooting himself only to later grow roots all over the world. Is cultural fragmentation a state of
permanent exile, or is it an opportunity to recreate one's mental surroundings — and recreate reality
itself? As Sabella writes, “I find myself exploring the genealogy of the image and asking what existed
first: the image or the world?”

http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/art-en/74-steve-sabella

ayyell Ld)>
a>low wlp>g
acgizoll Wibls,po

asly,

el 4>
e il

"Vl dsis" olegio

v
K

2N A D

"] Jage"JI poud

Gl Jawoll L
85Ul oie (sde a0l
shlo sauw

"o Sl L
agioVl wlogleo

9l bghzll ab)l>
bluolly Slp=gll

0SJ byl

Page 1 of 2


https://www.facebook.com/cedarwingsmagazine
https://twitter.com/cedarwingsmag
http://instagram.com/cedarwingsmagazine
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/contact-us
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/advertisements
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/mea-news
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/about-us
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/about-cedar-wings-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/mea-news-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/advertisements-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/contact-us-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/
http://po.st/JBbu7g
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/il/98-bikfaya
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/component/tags/tag/2-issue-number-142
http://po.st/81AMy5
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/world-tour/76-2014-08-17-22-42-42
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/tourisme
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/most-series
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/lebanon-tourism
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/business
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/events
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/shopping
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/design
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/technology
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/motoring
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/collections
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/art-main
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/networks
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/cedar-wings-varieties
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/mea-news
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/safety-on-board
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/cedar-miles
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/skyteam-alliance
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/mea-baggage-info
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/route-map
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/destinations-distances
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-04-29-10-52-32
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/world-tour-tab
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-08-18-21-52-01
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-04-29-10-52-56
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-06-10-21-23-32
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-08-18-22-36-48
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-04-29-10-53-27
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-07-22-21-46-04
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-06-10-21-24-02
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-04-29-10-54-22
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-07-22-23-24-57
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-08-18-22-19-57
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/2014-04-29-10-54-45
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/mea-news-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/safety-on-board-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/cedar-miles-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/skyteam-alliance-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/mea-baggage-info-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/route-map-ar
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/destinations-distances-ar

Steve Sabella 10/20/14, 11:07 AM

www.stevesabella.com

Photo Credits:

38 Days of Re-collection, 2013

© Steve Sabella 2013

Image Courtesy Stephen White / BERLONI

Metamorphosis (Installation View), 2012
©Steve Sabella 2012
Image Courtesy Stephen White / BERLONI

In Exile (Installation View), 2008
© Steve Sabella 2008 : g
Image Courtesy Stephen White / BERLONI ol :l.m:_m 0 iSH ol
Loble wlbyb

Walk Beirut and discover

its curiosities—. . .
Share on social media

Hike SEWREXLERWIRE JC3]

Ak = *

Amazing Autumn i, peuls "R5liall™ Lol
"uoso

© 2014 Copyright. All rights reserved to Cedar Wings | Credits Site by GTOLICS

MEA wishes to state that the opinions expressed in Cedar Wings are those of authors concerned and not necessarily those of the Airline.

http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/art-en/74-steve-sabella Page 2 of 2


http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/il/98-bikfaya
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/il/98-bikfaya
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/lebtour/99-walk-beirut-and-discover-its-curiosities
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/lebtour/99-walk-beirut-and-discover-its-curiosities
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/tour/93-la-jordanie
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/tour/93-la-jordanie
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/ms/94-amazing-autumn
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/ms/94-amazing-autumn
http://www.stevesabella.com/
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/art-en/74-steve-sabella#
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/art-en/74-steve-sabella#
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=unknown&source=tbx-300&lng=en-us&s=google&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcedarwingsmagazine.com%2Fart-en%2F74-steve-sabella&title=Steve%20Sabella&ate=AT-unknown/-/-/5444d079c318ad54/2&frommenu=1&uid=5444d079809a774a&ct=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/world-tour/76-2014-08-17-22-42-42
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/world-tour/76-2014-08-17-22-42-42
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/tourism-lebanon/68-2014-08-11-22-35-22
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/tourism-lebanon/68-2014-08-11-22-35-22
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/old-handicraft/81-2014-08-18-22-36-12
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/old-handicraft/81-2014-08-18-22-36-12
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/public-garden-ar/80-2014-08-18-22-18-20
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/public-garden-ar/80-2014-08-18-22-18-20
http://www.gtonics.com/
http://cedarwingsmagazine.com/credits

