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Born in Najd, KSA, Maha Malluh explores the
challenges of modernity that have come so
overwhelmingly to Saudi Arabia through experience
and transformation of different mediums and
resources to cascade her thoughts and responds to the
changing environment of Saudi Arabia and various
manufactures imposing on the change.

Exhibiting for over three decades, Malluh's early work
of collage, which included symbols and motifs from the
local culture was an expression of her view about life
in Saudi Arabia and spiritual connection to the historic
regions of Najd and Hejaz with its strong religious and
heritage, colorful patterned fabrics, and the patchwork
of old architecture in coexistence with hypermodern
skyscrapers.

Moving from collage to photography was a natural
evolution of Malluh’s art; thanks to her fascination in
photo-collage and its use of overlays and layers, and
obsession with the relationship between light and
shadow. She built her own darkroom to have control
over two most important factors in making fine art
prints; quality and content. A new fascination was born
out of the collage and photography merge:
photograms.

The Photograms’ series is the beginning of a whole
new aspect of Mahlluh’'s art as she worked with
thematic series. For example, “Capturing Light
“displays many different objects which not necessarily
relevant but they all tell parts of her family's story.
These objects represent a memorabilia that will give
comfort and question the creation of ‘throw away’
culture in Saudi Arabia after the discovery of oil.
Shifting to sculptures and installations, Malluh
examines not only the development of Saudi
infrastructure that alternated the way the country
looks, but also the people’s reaction and drifting habits
toward the change of their landscape.

Acquired a BA in English Literature from King Saud
University in Riyadh and later on a Certificate in Design
& Photography from De Anza College in California,
Malluh held solo exhibitions in Selma Feriani Gallery
(London, 2014), Arndt Berlin (Berlin, 2013), Orleans
House Gallery (London, 2011) and Galerie O. (Riyadh,
2007) just to name a few. She also took part group
exhibition such as (Hajj, le Pelerinage a la Mecque) at
Institute du Monde Arabe. (Paris, 2014) and (The Hand
of God) at Side by Side Gallery (Berlin, 2014) and her
work is part international entities’ collections, including
Tate Modern, British Museum, lbraaz Foundation and
The Jameel Foundation.
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