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Inspired by the aesthetics of Asian art, Hatem Elmekki often
portrayed scenes of daily life. Moving to his father's homeland of
Tunisia from Jakarta at the age of six, EImekki attended the Lycée
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Carnot. He received a travel grant from the Tunisian government to
live in Paris where he produced illustrations, worked in film and
advertising and collaborated with the French magazine Marianne. He
returned to Tunis in 1939 where he had his first solo exhibitions, held
in both Algiers and Tunis. EImekki returned to Paris in 1947 after World
War Il where he exhibited in various galleries and met the author
Albert Camus, philosopher Gaston Bachelard, and author and
collector Gertrude Stein. When he returned to Tunis in 1951, he
created a series of murals and became actively engaged in Tunisian
public life. In 1957, he designed over 450 Tunisian postage stamps and
later, between 1961 and 1964, the Tunisian currency.
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