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Hussein Bicar’s “Nubian House” (detail)

Bonhams broke 10 world auction records during its April 27 Middle Eastern and Lebanese Modern and
Contemporary art sales in London, reflecting increasing global demand for Middle Eastern modern and
contemporary art. The combined sales broke 10 world records for seven artists from the Art of the Lebanon sale

VISUAL ARTS / (/VISUAL-ARTS) AUCTIONS / (/ARTES-VISUALES/AUCTIONS) ARTICLE

Bonhams Breaks 10 Records for
Lebanese and Middle Eastern Art
BY NICHOLAS FORREST | APRIL 29, 2016  (/#FACEBOOK)  

(/#TWITTER)   (/#PINTEREST)

NEWSLETTER  (HTTP://BLOUINARTINFO.US1.LIST-MANAGE.COM/SUBSCRIBE?U=A4D8AEDC04F0D2309B7AEB6B5&ID=DF23DBD3C6)
ART PRICES (HTTP://ARTSALESINDEX.ARTINFO.COM) GALLERY GUIDE (/GALLERYGUIDE) BLOUIN NEWS (HTTP://BLOUINNEWS.COM)

INTERNATIONAL

http://www.blouinartinfo.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuzUtFFWCEwXCbEG0jkru402N4bi9V4Q8RITck85Udit0a6YMWoW2D8IbLFwBQ0UqON2mqB2PNqlbYsWx5HcBUcDxb9XOWvkt_nEKlG1qN8o-X4e8TQWdpT1EC5H5Ok_wyU65txjJQQed9HQHDLJKOxDvKlSecZrEY1w_rGjuZOxsGDNsWBgJsqaehO4MncnGfCh6AmxFdrytXZgY14gRcQS7gElUYOPmqki6ek&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCuSdB4MEFzA&adurl=https://www.amazon.fr/gp/product/275721196X/ref%3Das_li_tl%3Fie%3DUTF8%26camp%3D1642%26creative%3D6746%26creativeASIN%3D275721196X%26linkCode%3Das2%26tag%3Dwwwsomogyfr-21
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/artes-visuales/auctions
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/#facebook
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/#twitter
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/#pinterest
http://blouinartinfo.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a4d8aedc04f0d2309b7aeb6b5&id=df23dbd3c6
http://artsalesindex.artinfo.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/galleryguide
http://blouinnews.com/
javascript:void(0)


5/17/17, 2:33 PMBonhams Breaks 10 Records for Lebanese and Middle Eastern Art | BLOUIN ARTINFO

Page 2 of 4http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1390030/bonhams-breaks-10-records-for-lebanese-and-middle-eastern-art

Bonhams
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/galleryguide-
venues/289472/overview)

ARTISTS

Farid Aouad
(/artist/363511/overview)

Ayman Baalbaki
(/artist/467294/overview)

Kahlil Gibran
(/artist/158181/overview)

and three from the Middle Eastern Modern and Contemporary Art
sale.

“It’s been a ground-breaking sale,” said Nima Sagarchi, head of
Modern and Contemporary Middle Eastern art at Bonhams.
“Despite the fact that many of the artists are well-established, both
in Lebanon and elsewhere, this is the first time that many of them
have come to the market. A number of pieces have been purchased
by Lebanese buyers and in many ways it’s a great homecoming for
the country’s modern and contemporary masterpieces. But it also

marks a turning point in the importance of Middle Eastern art on an international stage.”

The top lot of the Middle Eastern sale and the
highest price achieved overall was Egyptian
artist Hussein Bicar’s “Nubian House,” which
sold for £319,300 against an estimate of
£70,000-£100,000, setting the record price for
a modern Arab painting sold in London.

Lebanese artist Kahlil Gibran’s painting
“Portrait of Mrs. Alexander Morten” was the
top lot of the Lebanese sale, selling to a
Lebanese institution for a final price of

£182,500, almost 10 times the original estimate of £20,000-£30,000.

Other highlights included the sale of Lebanese artist Farid Aouad’s “Opera Garnier” for £74,500 against an estimate of £40,000-£60,000,
and contemporary Lebanese artist Ayman Baalbaki’s “The Beirut City Centre Egg” for £86,500.
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