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LONDON, ENGLAND.- The Palestinian Museum of Natural History presents at the Brunei Gallery 50,320 Names, an installation by Khalil Rabah. The
public museum, since its foundation in the late eighteenth century, has enjoyed a complex, interdependent and ever-changing relationship with the artist.
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Khalil Rabah mines the rich potential of this relationship through The Palestinian Museum of Natural History and Humankind - a nomadic, ever-changing
museum of the mind that parodies the practice and policies of existing national museums in order to reflect upon the maintenance of memory and
recollection. In its varying manifestations, the Museum provides an absurd tour of the spectacle of memory and the dark corners of Western colonialism.

An engagement with history is at once a pre-condition and a problem for Palestinian artists, given that their past is continuously being hijacked and
erased by Israeli occupiers. Through his Museum, Rabah works at a double task: on the one hand, imaginative liberation from the tyranny of a history
which seeks to deny Palestine a past (and therefore a presence) and, on the other, immersion in history to recover and recreate a past. His Museum
plays with the paradox of shaping narratives to affirm an evolving recovery of identity while resisting the imposition of rigid interpretations of memory.

Like the memory theatres of Classical tradition, Rabah’s Museum provides a kind of mind-map that makes use of imagined architectural spaces to
enhance and investigate our ability to remember things. One of the best-known examples of the memory theatre is the structure reputedly built by Giulio
Camillo in sixteenth-century Italy, in which the integration of architecture and imagery was said to be such that anyone entering would be able to commit
to memory the realisation of all human knowledge. More than a mnemonic device on an architectural scale, Camillo’s theatre was said to offer a glimpse
of the eternal verities - a life-changing revelation.

Unlike Camillo’s theatre, Rabah’s Museum aims to rupture and transform the unities of humanist historical thought. The old methods of classification
have become unworkable and nothing can be further from the spirit of Rabah’s Museum than ‘a place for everything and everything in its place’. Belief in
the authenticity of the contents on display in the Museum is both encouraged and undermined and inside the Museum the actual, the historic, the
remembered and the imagined are collapsed into fluid figures, hybrid structures and fractured forms. Unlike Camillo, Rabah stratifies memory though the
arrangement of objects that evoke the memory of events that may or may not have happened, but always could have happened.

This summer, in Athens, the imagined architecture of previous manifestations of Rabah’s Museum took on physical shape in his installation The New
Palestinian Museum of Natural History and Humankind. Unlike earlier versions in Berlin, London, Ramallah and Istanbul, which were designed to
deliberately thwart expectation and blur boundaries between the real and the virtual, this version was housed in a specially designed building with a
formalised layout that parodied established institutions such as the British Museum.

Set in the shadow of the New Acropolis Museum in Athens, Rabah’s Museum was able to subtly utilise the politicised location of his building-based
project. The British Museum remains an ongoing presence in Athens, through the highly visible and publicised absence of the Parthenon Marbles, still on
display at the British Museum despite the demands of the Greek government that they be returned to their country of origin. The powerful symbol of the
empty gallery in the New Acropolis Museum, that awaits the return of these highly emotive artworks, is a gesture that could easily belong to one of
Rabah’s own mythical, psychic spaces.

This colonising gesture of encroachment and annexation is one that the Museum will itself be employing in its next manifestation at the Brunei Gallery,
where it will assume control of Petrie’s Palestinian collection — a series of finds made by the British archaeologist Sir Flinders Petrie in the area around
modern Gaza in the 1920s and 1930s. Adorno’s famous comparison of museum and mausoleum is linked with the idea that museums enclose objects,
separating them from the life-forces which gave them their original social and political meanings.

Rabah takes this idea full-circle. The anthropological, archaeological, botanical and geological specimens in his Museum — whether annexed, self-
created or simply non-existent - nonetheless do evoke the people who might once have owned them in a way that Petrie’s objects do not. The subjects
have been colonised and their possessions have become scientific, aesthetic and imperialist trophies. By re-colonising this collection, the Museum
highlights the psychic, social, economic and political parochialism of many existing national museums and their collections.

Alongside the Petrie Collection, the Museum will display its latest project - 50,320 Names — in which Rabah lists the names of all the buildings on
RIWAQ’s Registry of Historic Buildings in Palestine. Begun in the summer of 1994 and only recently completed, this remarkable research project lists all
buildings and historic sites which date earlier than 1945. Rabah’s own document of a documentation locates itself somewhere between visual memoir
and metaphoric memory and functions as an on-going act of remembrance that is as much about the role of memory as it is about the specific events of
the Nakba. Starkly presented, Rabah’s list does not attempt to reconstruct or recover what has gone before, but rather to celebrate a process that takes
the tools of interpretation and documentation out of the hands of the coloniser.

By subverting the classical architectures of memory, the Museum questions the basis of knowledge formation and history-making in the context of
colonialisation. Through his astute and well-targeted parodies, Rabah suspended his Museum somewhere in between a museum of the absurd and the
horrors of political reality, reminding us that Palestine does not have its own national museum or gallery and is faced with international indifference as its
social, cultural and ecological infrastructures are torn apart.

Rabah cannot help but make the viewer aware that the contents of his museum parallel the signs of his country’s obliteration. When his temporary
installations are taken down they become pieces of memory dispersed among the witnesses of its occurrence. At the same time, the Museum makes
transparent the prospect of recovery along with the process of loss. The Museum’s very resilience and flexibility demonstrates the defiant optimism of its
creator. It is, after all, a place established to “...inspire wonder, discovery and knowledge of amazing phenomena.” Rabah’s Museum — wherever it
locates itself, whatever format it takes - remains an unusual and vital place: a sanctuary where it is possible to both loose ourselves in and have our
awareness raised by works of art.

By Kelly O'Reilly, Curator of the Stephen Lawrence Gallery at the University of Greenwich. The Book 50,320 Names by Khalil Rabah, presented by The
Palestinian Museum of Natural History and Humankind and supported by ArtSchool Palestine, Arts Council England, CCC and Visiting Arts is shown as
part of the A Future for the Past exhibition.

You May Like Sponsored Links by Taboola

http://artdaily.com/news/19012/50-320-Names--An-Installation-by-Khalil-Rabah# WwQRYcfqJVo Page 2 of 5


http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=artdaily&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=artdaily&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=artdaily&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://www.immigrationdo.com/easiest-countries-for-immigration/?utm_source=artdaily&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=100_ID_Countries_for_Immigration_T4_all&utm_content=85948448

50,320 Names, An Installation by Khalil Rabah 5/22/18, 3:47 PM

10 Easiest Countries for Inmigration From Lebanon

Immigration DO

The 8 Best Countries To Move To For Retirement
Bored Articles

5 Foods You Wouldn't Think Are Good for You

BleuBloom.com

4 Common Types of Prescription Drugs with High Addiction Potential

www.therapywithsaba.com

This is One of The Cheapest Ways to Get a Flight Ticket

LaseTrips.com

15 Top Places People Disappear From
Bored Articles

7 of The Most Fashionable Ways to Wear a White T-Shirt

bleubloom.com

How To Get Cheap Hotel Deals In 2018? We Know! (Only For Customers From Lebanon)

Trips Insider

If You're Over 30 And Own A Computer, This Game Is A Must-Have!

Throne: Free Online Game

14 tips to get best value on insurance

WoJournals

Play this Game for 1 Minute and see why everyone is addicted
Delta Wars

Reading These 5 Books Will Change Your Life
Blinkist

facebook. A

Like our Facebook page and receive top stories on your timeline.

Today's News Most Popular Last Seven Days

January 25, 2007

http://artdaily.com/news/19012/50-320-Names--An-Installation-by-Khalil-Rabah#.WwQRYcfqJVo Page 3 of 5


https://www.facebook.com/pages/ArtDaily-The-First-Art-Newspaper-on-the-Net/133781940016587
http://www.immigrationdo.com/easiest-countries-for-immigration/?utm_source=artdaily&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=100_ID_Countries_for_Immigration_T4_all&utm_content=85948448
http://boredarticles.com/travel/the-8-best-countries-to-move-to-for-retirement/?utm_source=taboolaretireco&utm_medium=referral&utm_term=artdaily
http://bleubloom.com/5-foods-that-are-surprisingly-good-for-you/?utm_source=taboolasurprisefood&utm_medium=referral&utm_term=artdaily
http://www.therapywithsaba.com/4-types-of-prescription-drugs-with-high-addiction-potential/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.lasetrips.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_term=artdaily&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F451b1459fc9a30a07a943fe6c90c68d8.jpg-This+is+One+of+The+Cheapest+Ways+to+Get+a+Flight+Ticket&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=Flight-WW-DT
http://boredarticles.com/random-facts/15-places-people-mysteriously-keep-disappearing-from/?utm_source=tabooladisappear&utm_medium=referral&utm_term=artdaily
http://bleubloom.com/7-ways-to-wear-a-white-t-shirt/?utm_source=taboolawhite&utm_medium=referral&utm_term=artdaily
http://www.tripsinsider.com/hotels/?utm_source=ti_taboola_hotels_desktop_8
https://plarium.com/play/en/throne/002_pastoral_g?publisherID=85719426&placement=artdaily&plid=107418&pxl=taboola_fr
http://wojournals.com/14-tips-to-get-the-most-value-from-your-insurance.html
https://www.marsbattle.com/?r=tabmb1wwa&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.blinkist.com/magazine/posts/5-books-will-change-life?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=20180411_TB_PRO_ChangeYourLife_Desktop_Universal&utm_term=artdaily&install_callback=http%3A%2F%2Ftrc.taboola.com%2Factions-handler%2Flog%2F3%2Fs2s-action%3Fclick-id%3DCjBhOWM1Zjc4Mi02MTk2LTRkMjQtOGI0Zi1jYTgxYjExNDg0NTItdHVjdDFmZDk2OTISEWJsaW5rc2xhYnNnbWJoLXNj&utm_content=78818940

50,320 Names, An Installation by Khalil Rabah

Belgium Unveiled from Impressionism to Expressionism
Van Gogh Museum Will Feature Max Beckmann

A Matter of Life & Death at Holburne Museum

Far from Home: Photography, Travel, and Inspiration
Kunsthalle Bern Presents Jutta Koether

James "Athenian” Stuart at V&A

Aernout Mik: Shifting Shifting at Camden Arts Centre
Monica Bonvicini - Never Missing a Line

50,320 Names, An Installation by Khalil Rabah

5/22/18, 3:47 PM

1.- Boy and an amateur archaeologist unearth legendary Danish
king's trove in Germany

2.- Exhibition at The Met illustrates what visitors encountered at
The palace of Versailles

3.- Philadelphia Museum of Art opens "Modern Times: American
Art 1910-1950"

4.- Exhibition at Michael Hoppen Gallery presents a cross-section
of works from Thomas Mailaender's career

5.- New York's Chelsea Hotel celebrity door auction raises
$400,000

6.- Stevie Ray Vaughan's first guitar drives Entertainment & Music
Memorabilia Auction to nearly $2.9 million

UBS 12 x 12 Presents Terence Hannum 7.- Lichtenstein's Nude with Blue Hair tops $2.4 million sale of

Lost and Found City at Storefront for Art and Architecture Modern & Contemporary Prints & Multiples

8.- $6.7 million Fancy Intense Blue Diamond sets auction record

The Rotterdam Dialogues - The Periphery Complex at Sotheby's New York

9.- Mexico court blocks sales of controversial Frida Kahlo Barbie
doll

10.- Dutch museums to conduct new research on the paintings of
Pieter de Hooch

Related Stories

Important Judaica and Israeli & international art bring a combined
$7.9 million at Sotheby's New York

Tunisia to auction ousted despot's treasures

Andy Warhol's Mao portraits excluded from the Beijing and
Shanghai shows next year

China criticises French Qing dynasty seal auction

Christie's announces auction marking the first half century of the
popular and luxurious interiors shop Guinevere

Nine new exhibits debut at San Diego International Airport

Rembrandt masterpiece "Portrait of Catrina Hooghsaet" back on
display at National Museum Cardiff

Amber: 40-million-year-old fossilised tree resin is Baltic gold

Egyptian artist Iman Issa wins the Ist FHN Museu d’Art
Contemporani de Barcelona Award

The main chapel of the Basilica of Santa Croce open for visits
after five year restoration

Museums, Exhibits, Artists, Milestones, Digital Art, Architecture, Photography,
Photographers, Special Photos, Special Reports, Featured Stories, Auctions, Art Fairs,
Anecdotes, Art Quiz, Education, Mythology, 3D Images, Last Week, 3\ Rss |

artdaily.org e1ss-2017
Founder:

Ignacio Villarreal

Editor & Publisher:Jose Villarreal - Consultant: Ignacio Villarreal Jr.
Art Director: Juan José Sepulveda Ramirez

Royalville Communications, Inc
produces:

http://artdaily.com/news/19012/50-320-Names--An-Installation-by-Khalil-Rabah#.WwQRYcfqJVo Page 4 of 5


http://artdaily.com/news/19010/Belgium-Unveiled-from-Impressionism-to-Expressionism
http://artdaily.com/news/19008/Van-Gogh-Museum-Will-Feature-Max-Beckmann
http://artdaily.com/news/19017/A-Matter-of-Life---Death-at-Holburne-Museum
http://artdaily.com/news/19018/Far-from-Home--Photography--Travel--and-Inspiration
http://artdaily.com/news/19019/Kunsthalle-Bern-Presents-Jutta-Koether
http://artdaily.com/news/19016/James--Athenian--Stuart-at-V-A
http://artdaily.com/news/19015/Aernout-Mik--Shifting-Shifting-at-Camden-Arts-Centre
http://artdaily.com/news/19011/Monica-Bonvicini---Never-Missing-a-Line
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/50-320-Names--An-Installation-by-Khalil-Rabah
http://artdaily.com/news/19013/UBS-12-x-12-Presents-Terence-Hannum
http://artdaily.com/news/19014/Lost-and-Found-City-at-Storefront-for-Art-and-Architecture
http://artdaily.com/news/19009/The-Rotterdam-Dialogues---The-Periphery-Complex
http://artdaily.com/news/103950/Boy-and-an-amateur-archaeologist-unearth-legendary-Danish-king-s-trove-in-Germany
http://artdaily.com/news/103937/Exhibition-at-The-Met-illustrates-what-visitors-encountered-at-The-palace-of-Versailles
http://artdaily.com/news/103966/Philadelphia-Museum-of-Art-opens--Modern-Times--American-Art-1910-1950-
http://artdaily.com/news/103984/Exhibition-at-Michael-Hoppen-Gallery-presents-a-cross-section-of-works-from-Thomas-Mailaender-s-career
http://artdaily.com/news/103910/New-York-s-Chelsea-Hotel-celebrity-door-auction-raises--400-000
http://artdaily.com/news/104002/Stevie-Ray-Vaughan-s-first-guitar-drives-Entertainment---Music-Memorabilia-Auction-to-nearly--2-9-million
http://artdaily.com/news/104024/Lichtenstein-s-Nude-with-Blue-Hair-tops--2-4-million-sale-of-Modern---Contemporary-Prints---Multiples
http://artdaily.com/news/104034/-6-7-million-Fancy-Intense-Blue-Diamond-sets-auction-record-at-Sotheby-s-New-York
http://artdaily.com/news/104047/Mexico-court-blocks-sales-of-controversial-Frida-Kahlo-Barbie-doll
http://artdaily.com/news/104014/Dutch-museums-to-conduct-new-research-on-the-paintings-of-Pieter-de-Hooch
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59644&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59653&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59657&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59658&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59659&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59660&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59661&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59630&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59631&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/news/19012/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=59632&int_modo=1
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=100
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=101
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=102
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=103
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=104
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=106
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=107
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=108
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=109
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=123
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=111
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=112
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=113
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=114
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=121
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=115
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=116
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=118
http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_modo=2
http://artdaily.com/rss.asp
http://www.ignaciovillarreal.org/
mailto:artdailynews@yahoo.com

50,320 Names, An Installation by Khalil Rabah 5/22/18, 3:47 PM

ignaciovillarreal.org avemariasound.org juncodelavega.com facundocabral-elfinal.org
Founder's Site. The most varied versions Hommage Hommage
of this beautiful prayer. to a Mexican poet.

http://artdaily.com/news/19012/50-320-Names--An-Installation-by-Khalil-Rabah# WwQRYcfqJVo Page 5 of 5


http://www.ignaciovillarreal.org/
http://avemariasound.org/
http://juncodelavega.com/
http://facundocabral-elfinal.org/
http://www.artdaily.org/
http://www.theavemaria.org/
http://www.juncodelavega.org/
http://www.ignaciovillarreal.com/

