Ayman Essa - Trendesign

Born: 23 May 1974 in Gaza

Studio location: Essa’s studio is located within his home in Gaza.

Years of experience: 15

Formal education: Essa completed his BA in Fine Arts at Al Najah
University in Nablus, Palestine, in 1999. He holds an MA from the Faculty of
Fine Arts at Helwan University in Cairo. These courses had a great influence
on Essa; “While you're studying, you have access to so much experience and
knowledge from your teachers, and their criticism and advice can help so

much.”

http://trendesignmagazine.com/en/2016/04/inside-the-artists-studio-ayman-essa/

5/25/17, 3:26 PM

JUNE 15,
2016

Alessi
Supports
(RED)
Campaign

AUGUST 2,

Luxury Bed
Linen

SEPTEMBER 3,
2015

El Maghraby

AUGUST 21,
2016

MAGHRAL

ADVERTISEMENT

Page 2 of 8


http://trendesignmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/IMG_8100.jpg
http://trendesignmagazine.com/en/2015/08/alessi-supports-red-campaign/
http://trendesignmagazine.com/en/2015/09/luxury-bed-linen/
http://trendesignmagazine.com/en/2016/08/el-maghraby/

Ayman Essa - Trendesign

Artistic development: Essa is a big believer in the power of perseverance
when it comes to artistic growth. “The best way to refine talent is through
study, collection and practice - this is how you gain experience.”

Type of art: “I'm influenced by the school of realism, but I try to cultivate a
distinctive style that is unique to me.”

First exhibition: Essa’s first solo show was at the AM Qattan Foundation in
Ramallah, a charity that works to further the development of culture and

education in Palestine and the Arab world.
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Themes: “Most of the ideas in my work revolve around the different states
of women. In these paintings I'm trying to achieve a balance between form
and content, so that the paintings will always have an aesthetic dimension
that draws the viewer in. An image of a woman contains a sensory
manifestation, one of beauty. I am in touch with this beauty through the
lines and curves. The colour blue, in many gradiations and with rich
overtones of clarity, depth and hope, emphasises the beauty of the picture
and the beauty of meaning.”

http://trendesignmagazine.com/en/2016/04/inside-the-artists-studio-ayman-essa/ Page 4 of 8


http://trendesignmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/v.jpg
https://twitter.com/settings/widgets/new/user?user_id=330868639
https://twitter.com/TrendesignMag
https://twitter.com/TrendesignMag
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/ammandesignweek/status/756138509866598400
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=756138509866598400
https://twitter.com/TrendesignMag
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ADW2016?src=hash
https://t.co/cbXJHvS1kn
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Jo?src=hash
https://twitter.com/gulfSIR
https://t.co/m7n7jLvvUS
https://twitter.com/ammandesignweek
https://t.co/cbXJHvS1kn
http://trendesignmagazine.com/en/2016/04/inside-the-artists-studio-ayman-essa/#
https://twitter.com/TrendesignMag
https://twitter.com/TrendesignMag/status/747301220235149313/photo/1
https://twitter.com/TrendesignMag/status/747301220235149313/photo/1
https://twitter.com/TrendesignMag/status/747301220235149313/photo/1

Ayman Essa - Trendesign 5/25/17, 3:26 PM

T —y .
Terddesln | 27 191 likas

—

| Like Page | R &
TR
Be the first of your friends to like this

> == 1
é" -. ] . W%

Trendesign Magazine
13 January

Ai Weiwei Exhibits Fondation ar
At Lisson Gallery In London

Ai Weiwei Exhibits Fon

Trends News
TRENDESIGNMAGAZINE.COM

Artistic process: “How I begin a painting depends on my state of mind, my

hopes and dreams. This doesn't mean that there is no particular theme; my
themes are mostly realistic, and taken from my memories.”

Art in Palestine/Gaza: Despite the current political situation in Gaza, Essa
maintains that the art scene there is in fact flourishing. “Gaza is witnessing a
series of exhibitions and artistic collaborations that carry in their content
important messages, thus helping to foster understanding of the Palestinian
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reality and further artistic expression. This is all in spite of the lack of official
support or sponsorship for the arts.” Essa does not allow himself to be
confined by the reality of life in Gaza however, instead he breaks free by way
of his imagination, which he pours into his paintings. “My experience has
evolved as a search for beauty through line and form, colour and

composition.”

Latest exhibition: Essa’s latest exhibition, Mysticism of Blues, took place at
Foresight 32 Art Gallery in Amman. Running from February 9 to 29, it was his
first solo show outside of Palestine - though due to visa constraints he was
unable to attend in person.

Hopes for the future: Essa is enigmatic about what the future holds for
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him. “I have begun some experiments, and I'm trying to develop them and
incorporate them into my aesthetic vision.
Advice for young artists: Words that we could all perhaps take to heart:

“Be patient, persevere, and always try your best!”

Photography: Courtesy of Foresight 32 Art Gallery and the artist
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: MARION EELE

Having grown up in Wales, Zimbabwe and Washington DC, Marion has
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