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— NABU

CURRENT EXHIBITION

TRACES OF DRAWINGS (JUNE 16TH, 2019 - ON GOING)

Art Historian Dr. Yasmine Nachabe Taan curated Nabu's second show:
Traces of Drawings. The exhibition encompasses works of 35
Lebanese artists from the 20th and 21st centuries. It is one of the first
exhibitions in Lebanon to cover such a wide historical overview: from
pioneer Daoud Corm's anatomical representations from 19th century,

to illustrated war diaries by Greta Naufal. It provides an insight into the
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evolution drawing on a technical but also conceptual level throughout

the century, and how the nature of this practice evolved from study

sketches to independent finished work.

JEAN KHALIFE JAMIL MOLAEB AREF EL-RAYESS

(1923-1978) (1948-) (1928-2005)

La Paix Meurtrie, 1975 Fishermen / Pécheurs, Desert / Désert, 1988
2007

Oil on canvas Oil on canvas / Huile sur
Acrylic on canvas / toile

74 x 74 cm

Acrylique sur toile
76 x121.5 cm

105 x 155 e¢m

ABOUT US
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Situated on the coast of the Mediterranean, at the village of El-Heri, in
Ras Al Shaqa’, in the North of Lebanon stands the Nabu Museum.
Named after the Mesopotamian patron god of literacy, the museum
offers an exceptional permanent collection of Bronze and Iron Age
artifacts representing Roman, Greek, Byzantine, Phoenician and
Mesopotamian, and contemporary Lebanese cultures, in addition to
rare manuscripts and ethnographic material. The museum’s
collections also include examples of local, regional, modern and
contemporary art by Lebanese artists such as Shafic Abboud, Amin al
-Bacha, Helen Khal, Dia Azzawi, Shakir al - Said, Omar Onsi,
Mustapha Farroukh, Ismail Fattah, Adam Henein, Khalil Gibran, Paul
Guiragossian and Mahmoud Obaidi along with a unique collection of
works by Saliba Douaihy. Notable in Nabu Museum’s collections is a
unique selection of cuneiform tablets dating from 2330 to 540 B.C.E
that includes literary works and extensive social and economic
records, that together provide detailed and often new, information on
the history and culture of the Sumerians and Babylonians of

Mesopotamia.

The Nabu Museum building was designed in collaboration with Iraqi-
Canadian artist Mahmoud Obaidi and Iraqi artist Dia Azzawi. The
enveloping fagade of the museum was fashioned of weathering-steel
representing a monumental scripted relief based on a visual lexicon

developed over their respective long careers in painting, drawing,
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sculpture, and print. The interior space of the museum is boldly
conceived by Obaidi as a simple cube with a capacious open interior,
easily adaptable for changing exhibitions. The museum also houses a
library with an extensive collection of books on art, archaeology,

history, and geography, along with a collection of rare manuscripts.

Whereas the Nabu Museum’s permanent collection provides a view of
the extended history of the Levant and Mesopotamia, it also provides a
comfortable working space for practicing artists. It fosters creative
dialogue, enables a sense of social and political community, and
promotes a creative atmosphere for regional artists, grounded firmly in
local or more remote traditions, whose shared and contrasting

influences would be reflected in their respective creations.

In a region of seemingly constant turmoil and strife, the Nabu Museum
provides a tranquil space for the preservation and creative pursuit of
art and culture. It is designed to act as an institution for preserving and
promoting Lebanese culture, reaching out to local and wider
communities through educational programs, organized tours, public

lectures, and guided permanent and visiting exhibitions.
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COLLECTIONS

ANTIQUITIES & PAINTINGS
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NABU

PRESS RELEASE

GENERAL ARCHAEOLOGY

ARCHITECTURE PRESS KIT
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RESEARCH

ENTREPRENEURIAL AND

CULTURAL CUSTODIAN, JAWAD
ADRA INVITES CANVAS TO HIS
RESIDENCE IN CHEKKA,
NORTH LEBANON, WHERE HE
INFORMS US ABOUT HIS

DEDICATION TO PROTECTING COLLECTING ART, ARTIFACTS,
ART AND NOT JUST AND ANTIQUITIES —
COLLECTING IT. INCLUDING CUNEIFORM

TABLETS —, IS A PASSION FOR
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ME WITH THE HOPE OF
PRESERVING AND
UNDERSTANDING THE
CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE
LEVANT AND ITS
MESOPOTAMIAN NEIGHBOR.
THE ARTS HAVE THE POWER
TO HEAL US, BRING US
TOGETHER, AND HELP US
BRIDGE CULTURAL DIVIDES.
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tel:06541341-06541941
mailto:info@nabumuseum.com
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=34.306638,35.712989&z=12&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
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