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14. Category employed
by Zdenka Badovinac,

FOR A CHRONOPOLITICAL APPROACH TO THE INTERNATIONALISATION OF ART COLLECTIONS
ALIOCHA IMHOFF AND KANTUTA QUIROS

strategies, recollection or art history and archaeo-
logy, artists indeed make up for the failings of institu-
tional curation by becoming their own art historians
and archivists. This was evident for example in the
exhibition Interrupted Histories, curated by Zdenka
Badovinac, which presented works conceived as
the tools that could carry out new art historicisati-
ons. The Knowledge Museum and the Subjective Art
History (from modernism to today - 1800-2011) by Lia
Perjovschi as well as the Contemporary Art Archive /
Center for Art Analysis propose exhibitions, diagrams,
timelines and mental maps as so many subjective
art histories, taken apart and put back together. With
the Atlas Group or the Arab Foundation of Image, and
Scratching on Things | Could Disavow: A History of
Art in the Arab World (2007-), Lebanese artist Walid
Raad, has made an effort to tell the story of the his-
tory of a culture and of a country, the artistic histori-
ography of which has been repressed. The historicity
Raad discloses breaks through the boundaries bet-
ween memorial traces of events
that actually existed and fictio-

director of the Moderna

galerija in Ljubljana, in
Histoires interrompues,
Les Promesses du Passé,
Centre Pompidou editions,

Paris,

(@

nal events. These forms of self-
historicisation have opened up
opportunities to invest museum

2010 historiography with imaginaries,

with poetical epistemologies.™

Moreover, if we consider the question of the ima-
ginary museum - a topic recently in the spotlight™

- the museum itself appears to
be caught in multiple games of
fictionality and especially the
museum as fiction with fictiti-
ous museum institutions conju-
red up by artists.’® There is, for
example, the Museum of Non-
Participation by Karen Mirza and
Brad Butler, Gustavo Buntinx’s
Micromuseo, El Museo Travesti
del Peru by Giuseppe Campuzano,
the Museum of Contemporary
African Art by Meschac Gaba, and
the Hawaii Museum by Fernando
Bryce, to name but a few who
moved away from the “first gene-
ration” of fictitious museums that
came out of the early wave of ins-
titutional critique', inasmuch as
their first instinct is to revise the
narrative forms of historiography
and open up narratives of poten-
tiality, often in the face of real

A REPUBLIC

15. Andre Malraux’s
Museum Without Walls
has been recently
revisited by Georges
Didi-Huberman in his
book L’album de 1’art
a 1’époque du Musée
imaginaire, Editions
2013.
The symmetries between

Hazan, Paris,
literature and art
history play out in
many recent texts that
mobilise the literary
sphere as an imaginary
museum. Also worthy of
mention here is Orhan
Pamhuk’s Museum of
Innocence, Vintage,
New York, 2010.

16. See also
stitutions” according
to the term coined by
Gregory Sholette in

his book Dark Matter.
Art and Politics in

the Age of Entreprise

“mock-

Culture, Pluto Press,
London, 2010.
OF ART 42
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24. Lionel Ruffel,
Qu’est-ce que le contem-
porain?, Cécile Defaut
editions, Paris, 2011.
Peter Osborne has like-
wise defined the contem-
porary as an “operative
fiction”. Claire Bishop
in Radical Museology or,
What’s ‘Contemporary’ in
Museums of Contemporary
Art?, Walther Kénig,
Cologne, 2013, focuses on
three museums including
the Van Abbemuseum, the
Museum of Contemporary
Art Ljubljana and Reina
Sofia, the historical
collections of which
have become testing gro-
unds for what she calls
“multi-temporal and non-
presentist contemporane-
ity”. Bishop calls for a
“dialectical contempora-
neity”, which functions
less as a periodisation
of works but rather as
way to approach them.

that is the science of works yet

ALIOCHA IMHOFF AND KANTUTA QUIROS

first century - legislated by poten-

FOR A CHRONOPOLITICAL APPROACH TO THE INTERNATIONALISATION OF ART COLLECTIONS

27. Camille de Toledo,
Aliocha Imhoff, Kantuta

to come, writings of potentiality,
opening up intervals of possibility
that break free from the tyranny of
the present - the confiscation of
the future.By modelling ourselves
after those prescriptive artists in
the fictitious museums and ins-
titutions mentioned, we would
still be “fabling the collections”.
Beyond “contemporary” artworks,
could we in fact buy those that
are still to come, works that could
have been, non-existent artworks
and projected ones, that is, invi-
sible artworks and oral stories?
The scriptology of works would
become the science of acquisi-
tion. Acquiring artwork scenarios
in a retrocipatory manner: selling
before buying, deepening the
latency trends of the real; buying
artworks to come of the past, the

possibilities enclosed in the past with its unrealised

potentialities.

A republic of art for the

twenty-

tial artworks? according to an
ontology of the not-yet-being, like
so many discontinuous tempo-
ralities in the collection - would
work towards setting time back in
motion, as well as ending the reifi-
cation and the patrimonialisation
of artworks.

Quirds. Manifeste d’art

Editions,

25.See for example Béatrice Josse,
2014, Oeuvrer avec 1’incertitude.
Mouvement, no. 73.

26. “Can we conceive of a science that
would pay as much attention to the ways
of predicting, of planning, of ima-
gining as to those of archiving, of
re-reading and linking together, a sci-
ence that transforms texts into images
of the future and images into texts of
the past? Taking film as a fundamen-
tally divided object between “what is
to come” and “what has been”, “thought
images” and “realised thoughts”, modes
of empirical and speculative action on
texts and images,” as art historian,
Morad Montazami defines it in his 2011,
Notes sur la scriptologie, Journal de
Bétonsalon, n°11.

A REPUBLIC OF ART

Paris,

(forthcoming).

potentiel, Manuella

2016
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