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Ali Talib’s attitude towards yielding innovative art
works can be gauged from his first appearance in a
group exhibition when he was still attending the
Academy of Fine Arts (Baghdad); an attitude that
proved to be part of his artistic career throughout the
decades that followed. The Innovationists Group,
formed by Ali and his colleagues 1965, with an aim
to enliven the rather stagnant conditions which
prevailed in the art milieu at that time, was a landmark
in the Iragi art movement. Although Ali continued to
develop his artistic career independently, ascertaining
each time his powerful imaginative skills and thematic
variations, he was able, within a very short time, to
establish himself among leading Iraqgi and, later on,
Arab artists.

Born in Basrah, Ali Talib spent his early years there, but
his higher education and career life only developed
and matured in Baghdad where he spent most of
his life until his final migration in 1991 . His first
one- man- show (The National Gallery of Modern Art,
Baghdad 1976), was stunning. The series of masked
faces exhibited in that show, manifested certain
characteristics that the artist maintained and evolved
within an expressionist mode. One of the main
features in the secretive poignant drama underlying
the conflicting elements of his compositions, is the
careful and economic choice of colour.

AliTalib’s art works, painted and sculpted with acrylics
and multi media, have been featured in several parts of
Arab and European countries. In each of his thematic
collections, these emphatic works impose themselves
on the observers, usually drag them to get involved
in sorting out the enigma hidden beyond the subtle
surface - as his art works often invoke an aesthetic
message impregnated with a deep sense of human
tragedy.

Having been uprooted for nearly two decades now
(residing between Jordan and Holland), AliTalib's sense
of estrangement and loneliness has become deeply
accented. Empowered by his creative potentials, he
manages to attain an existing survival through art.

May Muzaffar
Amman, February 2010
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Karima Skalli 2010
Acrylic on canvas
100x100 cm



Perfume 2009
Acrylic on canvas
80x80cm



Foot 2009
Acrylic on canvas
100x100 cm



Landscap 2, 2010
Acrylic on canvas
100x100



Tears 2009
Acrylic on canvas
80x80 cm



View 1, 2010
Acrylic on canvas
160x130 cm



Bird 2, 2010
Acrylic on canva
160x130 cm



Silver 2006
Acrylic on canvas
60x50cm



Upper: Three woman 2008
Acrylic on canvas
100x100 cm

Lower:View-2 2010
Acrylic on canvas
70x70 cm



ali talib

Born in Iraq 1944, studied painting in Baghdad, later
studied graphic design in Egypt.

| worked as a lecturer of plastic Art in the Academy of
Fine Arts-Baghdad, as well as at Al-Yarmouk University
in Jordan.

For the time being | live and work in the Nederlands,
Great number of my artistic works was exhibited in one
man Shows in some distingshed galleries in Iraqg, Kuwait,
Jordan, Lebanon, Bahrain, Dubai, and the Nederlands.

Since the beginning participated in group and collective
exhibitions, Irag, Cyprus, India, Italy, France, Morocco,
United Kingdom, Egypt, Turkey, Kuwait, Jordan, USA,
Dubai, Sharja(UAE), Finland, Lebanon, Vienna, St.
Petersburg, and the Nederlands.

www.alitalib.com
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