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The artist from Umm al-Fahm who grew up
in a house of Holocaust survivors

Meet Walid Abu Shakra, a native of Umm al-Fahm
living in London, who is considered a
groundbreaking and prominent artist in his field, who
was adopted and raised in a couple of Holocaust
survivors from Hadera. Two weeks ago, he returned
to Israel to present an exhibition in Umm al-Fahm
and the Tel Aviv Museum, depicting his longing for
the landscapes of his childhood in the village,
landscapes that were destroyed in favor of modern
reality
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A few weeks ago, a few days after arriving in Israel, the esteemed
artist Walid Abu Shakra went to visit his sister, who lives in Umm
al-Fahm. On his way, he noticed the 'bulldozer' uprooting a large

old tree. Walid stopped at the side of the road, pulled out his
camera and did not remember the tree, just before he
disappeared forever from the landscape he had adorned for
hundreds of years. It was not enough. The bulldozer beat him,
raised the tree in the air, and loaded it onto a truck that waited on
the side. "It's a pity," says Walid. "This bulldozer destroyed
another important historical site in the life of Umm al-Fahm, and it
is very painful to see how history is destroyed before our very
".eyes and our hands
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It is also symbolic that the next morning hundreds of residents of
the city, as well as many from all over the country, gathered at the
local art gallery to take part in the opening of Abu Shakra's
retrospective exhibition, which deals with the commemoration of
sites in the city where he grew up and went to England for several
.years



In general, Walid Abu Shakra, a father of four children and
married to an English woman, is a member of an artist family. He
is the oldest brother in the family, and his two nephews, Sa'id and
Farid, as well as his young nephew Karim, are well-known artists
in Israel, and he is considered one of the most prominent
Palestinian artists in the world. He was among the pioneers of the
Arab sector to study art and paved the way for many to follow,
.both in Israel and abroad

Abu Shakra, who at the age of 16 was forced to leave his home
and go to work to help support the family, a large number of
children, who was caught in a severe economic crisis, began to
create in the 1960s. Between the years 1964 and 1974. He
began to work for a living as a property tax clerk in Hadera and in
his free time began to visit art classes in Hadera. The art, which
was inherent in it, led Abu Shakra to register, within a short time,
for art studies at the Avni Institute in Tel Aviv, under the guidance
of the late artist Yehezkel Streichman. Abu Shakra also knew a
Jewish couple, Holocaust survivors, who had taken over from him
.and had lived with them for several years

They're called Fanny and Aryeh Kuchuk, they've passed away,"
they adopted me as their son," he says. "They understood that |
was involved in painting and art, pushed me, helped me and
encouraged me, | used to take classes after work in Hadera,
Haifa and Tel Aviv, but because then, in the 1960s, it was very

. difficult to travel from Umm al-Fahm to these places

They understood that | was talented after they discovered my"
work one day when | drew Aryeh's coat, and Fanny saw the
painting and did not believe that | did it, and at that moment she
said to me: 'Go and learn art.' For me, living in her room, away
from home on the one hand, and the great love | received from
them on the other, made me feel like another family in addition to
.my family in Umm al-Fahm

| remember that | was very young and very shy at such a age,"
but their sensitivity and the love they gave me opened up the
whole world to me, and they had a significant part in my decision
to go and study art.l will not forget that every Friday, when | came
home to Umm al- He brings with me the Shabbat cookies that
Mrs. Kuchuk prepared for me, and my memory of them brings me
back to the days of the warm corner | had in the home of this
wonderful family, and | felt that they accepted me as one of their
" .children and stayed in touch until they passed away

A landscape disappears

Abu Shakra's exhibition, which is currently on display at the Umm
al-Fahm Gallery, is part of a comprehensive exhibition that
displays the wealth of his work over the years. She

Presents his first

works, which he

created until he completed his studies at the Avni School in the
mid-1970s, and at the same time his exhibition will also be
exhibited at the Tel Aviv Museum at the beginning of next month.
This is the first exhibition of an Arab artist to be exhibited at the
Tel Aviv Museum for 20 years, after the last exhibition of an Arab
artist exhibited in the museum was by Abu Shakra's cousin,
.Issam Abu Shakra

The exhibition is curated by Abu Shakra's brother, Said, who is
also the director of the gallery. "Walid created things from afar,"
he explains. "He began to document the environment before he
left for London, and since then he has been adding photographs
of his childhood during his visits to Umm al-Fahm, which is a right
to carry out the research process on our brothers' artistic

" .activities. Political, social, cultural and historical
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The exhibit, "Albatan Mantra", is an expression of Abu Shakra's
longing for his childhood in Umm al-Fahm, his family, and the
landscapes that shaped his life, the olive trees, the almond
orchards and the village elders he has photographed and painted
over the years. And indeed, to Walid Abu Shakra, the landscape
.that has been perpetuated over the years is disappearing

Those who live in Umm al-Fahm do not notice and do not feel"
that nature and landscape change rapidly," he says. "Only one
like me, who returns from time to time from abroad, sees how
everything changes and how the landscape we grew up on does
not exist anymore." In the early 1970s, Abu Shakra traveled to
.London to specialize in engraving

The sense of foreignness in England motivated him to devote
himself completely to the landscape of his homeland. Obsessively
he scratched the memories of his childhood on copper surfaces,
calling to every tree, every plot of land and hill, in their name, just
as it was engraved in his memory before leaving the landscape of
his birth. Hence the name of the exhibition "Albatan Mantra"
named after one of the sites. This name is known to every
resident of Umm al-Fahm in the 1960s. It means the guard's
position, and it marks a known hill in the landscape that Abu
.Shakra longs for all his years in England

Walid Abu Shakra. "History is destroyed before our eyes" (Photo: Mor
(Kochavi
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