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Noted Syrian poet

Adonis, whose name

surfaces regularly as a

top contender for the

Nobel literature prize,

says religious fanaticism

is "destroying the heart

of the Arab world," but

sees salvation in poetry. 

 

The poet – who belongs

to the same sect of

Islam as Syrian President

Bashar Assad – wrote to

the leader in 2011

calling for a democratic

transition. 

 

Now he sees hope in

poetry. 

 

Adonis said poetry

would never be stifled. 

 

Adonis, who is also an

acclaimed critic, painter
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GOTHENBURG, Sweden: Noted Syrian poet Adonis, whose name

surfaces regularly as a top contender for the Nobel literature prize,

says religious fanaticism is “destroying the heart of the Arab

world,” but sees salvation in poetry.

The 86­year­old lives in exile and is equally scathing about the

West’s role in the conflict in his homeland which has claimed more

than 300,000 lives over five years.

“The Americans are not looking for solutions, they are seeking

problems,” he told AFP at the Gothenburg Book Fair.

“The Americans do not have a coherent vision. Neither do the

Russians, who are only driven by self­interest. The Arab world is

strategic, an area of riches and the Arab people are just a means [to

oil wealth].”

The poet – who belongs to the same sect of Islam as Syrian

President Bashar Assad – wrote to the leader in 2011 calling for a
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democratic transition.

Now he sees hope in poetry.

“Poetry cannot slit a child’s throat,” said Adonis, the pen name of

Ali Ahmad Said Esber, “nor kill a man or destroy a museum.”

Calling for a separation between religion and state, he said poets

could play an important role in bringing this about.

“Arab poetry has always been against God,” he said. “There are no

great poets in our history who were great believers like for example

[Paul] Claudel in France.”

“The future lies in secularism,” he added. “I had said one cannot

stage a secular revolution with people emerging from the mosque

to demonstrate. A revolution is one thing and the mosque

another.”

Adonis said poetry would never be stifled.

“As long as death is there – and death exists – there will be

poetry,” he said.

“Poetry will never be silenced.”

Adonis, who is also an acclaimed critic, painter and essayist, moved

to Paris in 1985 and has been named a Commander of France’s

Order of Arts and Letters.

He was Ladbroke’s favorite as Nobel Literature Prize winner in the

year of the Arab Spring in 2011.

His name frequently comes up in the annual run­up to the top

literary award but it has so far eluded him.

Born to a farming family and with no formal schooling in his early

years, Adonis has come a long way from the poor western Syrian

village where he spent his early years.

“I’d never seen a car, electricity or a telephone till I was 13,” he said

in an interview a few years ago. “I always ask myself how I was

transformed into this other person. It was almost miraculous.”

 

A version of this article appeared in the print edition of The Daily Star on

September 27, 2016, on page 16.

    

∇∇

InterestingInteresting ∇∇ Not InterestingNot Interesting

No nausea for Beth Moses, Virgin’s space tourist trainer

Toward a global Green New Deal, ushering a new era of awareness

Stranded migrant boat appeals to Europe for port after eight days at

sea

UAE’s culinary capital is building new buzz

African, Syrian migrants in crosshairs of Libya war

Peace, bribery to dominate Netanyahu’s term

Recommended

EDITORIAL CARTOONS

STAY CONNECTED

Apr 11, 2019  Lebanon News

US slaps new sanctions on alleged

Hezbollah funders 

Apr 11, 2019  Lebanon News

Lebanese man kidnapped, another

injured in Nigeria

Apr 11, 2019  Lebanon News

Bassil says hopes for Lebanese­

Cypriot alliance in oil, gas 

Apr 11, 2019  Lebanon News

Europe not sufficiently 'present' in

refugee crisis: Greek president to

Aoun 

Apr 11, 2019  Middle East

Sudan's Bashir ousted by military and

placed under arrest

Apr 11, 2019  World

Julian Assange arrested by British

police at Ecuadorean embassy

Next

Previous

Next

    

ALL

Apr. 10, 2019Pictures of the day

MOST READ 

Sign up for our free daily newsletter: Your email Subscribe!

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Life/Living/2019/Apr-12/480947-no-nausea-for-beth-moses-virgins-space-tourist-trainer.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Opinion/Commentary/2019/Apr-12/480954-toward-a-global-green-new-deal-ushering-a-new-era-of-awareness.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2019/Apr-12/480953-stranded-migrant-boat-appeals-to-europe-for-port-after-eight-days-at-sea.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Life/Living/2019/Apr-12/480948-uaes-culinary-capital-is-building-new-buzz.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2019/Apr-12/480952-african-syrian-migrants-in-crosshairs-of-libya-war.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2019/Apr-12/480951-peace-bribery-to-dominate-netanyahus-term.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480940-us-slaps-new-sanctions-on-alleged-hezbollah-funders.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480920-lebanese-man-kidnapped-another-injured-in-nigeria.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480923-bassil-says-hopes-for-lebanese-cypriot-alliance-in-oil-gas.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480918-greek-president-arrives-in-beirut-for-official-visit.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2019/Apr-11/480913-sudan-military-to-make-announcement-amid-reports-of-coup-against-bashir.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/World/2019/Apr-11/480922-julian-assange-arrested-by-british-police-at-ecuadorean-embassy.ashx
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CGoQPrC2wXOKOCIXLzQb0gYiAD9GlsIhWi7jRv60J-bfjt9oKEAEg2KatMWCn8-oEoAHDtom9A8gBAqgDAcgDyQSqBJ0CT9B0-5fez2WmlLMmcCk6lWP9LMnQWLK8LrLEMuZj_SPR19HNC2Ueqh8fkcD7_IfVtIEQcIw-9Oi-ga1L-L3ew2BjkSJOkrl3FAPBr2W4-XqP0syzRd0sfhHgmTMTUOxIjsCLtljMnhmKRpHGUCblh0Z4jRXEaQy-SduBi7kXAwfOBXXdzjhu9gp6Td1bU0P2OcB7rW3tCYf7V51FipXMpetDm0Zd9HrHY1OPNcioYLyyIenQ6DF-tOIfuvdjU-sooLBfIUEQzHraR9lESrQZNlebonQHgWusQG9NcLM_TmfK_bFfsev_ejVn06kW6USXFrGQXKYjjFPjPlKIKzm0y24W3ukKPiagX8SF5Kk4dky6gZbYmjGvyLuq1Ni0kAYBoAYCgAf_q_FAiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHwdMbqAfg0xuoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAYIABACGAHyCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTMyMzM4ODEyMDY4NzA2MTexCVUKqOp18uIagAoD2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3lAjwmbNbsBfAMdK-bp839A30Nb-TinLw1o6jYv75kKs6RWLHNLme5hEUDQMSbZsgTekHXJ7eErZzrkLA72ywppv1tHmK71CoiGuPtKs1UvM20USQ0yRS9o7Rty3E1fDLtAEved_fvyB2ltiQ3NFbFck3bB0&sig=AOD64_0ue93CbNQvDxtgoEYcuBYE4wxwVA&client=ca-pub-2500372977609723&adurl=https://www.ashleystewart.com/home/%3Fscd%3Dps_google%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwy7vlBRACEiwAZvdx9uaKS4CgtVmAYsX-z8je7LdKvqPUe3Z_Lxu6hH-24o_bqYKIaw1WMRoCTjQQAvD_BwE
http://www.facebook.com/DailyStarLeb
http://www.twitter.com/DailyStarLeb
http://plus.google.com/+dailystar
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-daily-star
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/RSS.aspx?live=1
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480940-us-slaps-new-sanctions-on-alleged-hezbollah-funders.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480920-lebanese-man-kidnapped-another-injured-in-nigeria.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480923-bassil-says-hopes-for-lebanese-cypriot-alliance-in-oil-gas.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480918-greek-president-arrives-in-beirut-for-official-visit.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2019/Apr-11/480913-sudan-military-to-make-announcement-amid-reports-of-coup-against-bashir.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/World/2019/Apr-11/480922-julian-assange-arrested-by-british-police-at-ecuadorean-embassy.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/PhotoGallery.aspx?id=2260
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/PhotoGallery.aspx?id=2260
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Cartoons.aspx?id=2868
http://www.addthis.com/website-tools/overview?utm_source=AddThis%20Tools&utm_medium=image&utm_campaign=Marketing%20tool%20logo


4/12/2019 Syrian poet Adonis says poetry ‘can save Arab world’ | Arts & Ent , Culture | THE DAILY STAR

www.dailystar.com.lb/Arts-and-Ent/Culture/2016/Sep-27/373857-syrian-poet-adonis-says-poetry-can-save-arab-world.ashx?utm_source=Magnet%26utm_medi… 3/4

Your feedback is important to us!

We invite all our readers to share with us their views and comments about this

article.

Disclaimer: Comments submitted by third parties on this site are the sole

responsibility of the individual(s) whose content is submitted. The Daily Star

accepts no responsibility for the content of comment(s), including, without

limitation, any error, omission or inaccuracy therein. Please note that your email

address will NOT appear on the site.

Alert: If you are facing problems with posting comments, please note that you

must verify your email with Disqus prior to posting a comment. follow this link to

make sure your account meets the requirements. (http://bit.ly/vDisqus)

comments powered by Disqus

Comments Community Login1

t Tweet f Share Sort by Newest

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

 Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAddd

Di ' P i P li P i P li P i�

 Recommend

Sponsored Links

Desert Order

Blinkist

MrHealthyFrog

Everydaychimp

Read Why The Teeth Whitening Industry Will Never Be
The Same
Snow Teeth Whitening

Ugliest Cars Ever Made
TopCars

Play this Game for 1 Minute and see why everyone is
addicted

Top CEOs Everywhere Are Using Blinkist To Read More
Books

Stop Eating These 8 Foods if You have Type 2 Diabetes

Most Powerful Military Forces in Asia, Not the Ones You
Would Expect – Check out Lebanon Rank

Comments

Today's Paper

 

Full list of today's paper »

View our e­paper »

Subscribe »

STAR’S COLUMNISTS

 

Trump’s Iran sanctions could

backfire 

 

On legal immigration, Trump

might be right 

BECOME A STAR FAN

 

13 friends like this

The Daily Star LebanonThe Daily Star Lebanon
371K likes371K likesLike Page

VIEW ALL 

David Ignatius

Fareed Zakaria

Sign up for our free daily newsletter: Your email Subscribe!

http://bit.ly/vDisqus
http://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/dailystarleb/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=dailystarleb&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://www.desertorder.com/?r=tabdo1wwa14&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.blinkist.com/meet-the-app-ceos-love?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=20190109_TB_PRO_TopCEOLP_Desktop_Universal&utm_term=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&install_callback=http%3A%2F%2Ftrc.taboola.com%2Factions-handler%2Flog%2F3%2Fs2s-action%3Fclick-id%3DCjBhNGZlMzc4Zi04MGFjLTRlMDMtYjBmZC1kMjkwMjljYTUwN2ItdHVjdDM5NGI4NDESEWJsaW5rc2xhYnNnbWJoLXNj&utm_content=158382042
http://mrhealthyfrog.com/foods-to-avoid-if-you-have-type-2-diabetes-diabetes/?utm_source=taboola&utm_term=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09_1042962&utm_content=195606021_https%3A%2F%2Fconsole.brax-cdn.com%2Fcreatives%2Fa6cb1edf-85ae-42d3-8ce3-0c3ef2d08771%2Fwhite-bread-aes_1000x600_09036d984b4b6c5ed98e35afb3afdbb0.png_Stop+Eating+These+8+Foods+if+You+have+Type+2+Diabetes_Desktop_2019-04-12+06%3A18%3A30&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=AvoidDiabetes2-WW-DTM-MHF-TB
https://everydaychimp.com/most-powerful-military-forces-in-eastern-asia-and-southeast-asia/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&utm_campaign=2013422&utm_content=1042962&utm_term=edc_eng3_asimilit2_dsk_250319
https://12tracku.com/path/lp.php?trvid=13487&trvx=f59586cf&exid=CjBhNGZlMzc4Zi04MGFjLTRlMDMtYjBmZC1kMjkwMjljYTUwN2ItdHVjdDM5NGI4NDESDHlub3Qtc25vdy1zYw&site=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&ci=2058862&cii=202779893&utm_source=gg1&utm_medium=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09&utm_term=Read+Why+The+Teeth+Whitening+Industry+Will+Never+Be+The+Same&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F6a8207662e8663117898ca16c2fce10e.jpg&wid=1042962&platform=Desktop&name=EVENT_NAME&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://topcarsmagazine.com/15-ugliest-cars-ever-made/?utm_source=taboola&utm_term=disqus-widget-safetylevel20longtail09_1042962&utm_content=48691313_https%3A%2F%2Fprezna.com%2Fget%2FMtB-2871993473664013236.jpg_Ugliest+Cars+Ever+Made_Desktop_2019-04-12+06%3A18%3A30&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=Ugly-ALL-DTM-TCM-TB
http://www.pressreader.com/lebanon/the-daily-star-lebanon
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/TodaysIssue.aspx
http://www.pressreader.com/lebanon/the-daily-star-lebanon
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Subscribe.aspx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Classifieds.aspx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Opinion/Columnist/2019/Apr-12/480955-trump-administrations-iran-sanctions-could-backfire.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Opinion/Commentary/2019/Apr-08/480616-on-legal-immigration-trump-might-be-right.ashx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuS9BcwK9O9KNPzdDD4a5X0NZv1Y8xIXsfT9507GwCjOMXC9U3sC7MSpkIBSTQpSxFTp7ZSSHiHk04cDqGmt84Z4g9tUzu4Y39CMYt7qxLUuSWVWJn-7ups4h6RDpYEcX1oS7VTzAfe00-cwqK5I0-_rzVWlR3CVwlJyiuBGewtKlB29YSFO6qeXYoHRGzVSqSNbHI8nlzqI4uKy9tT6WFPUByLdStaJHbEI5hptXy7FxrQDIac0qO4wiGnkQYFUZSSjj3m&sai=AMfl-YQd5juLuoGTkEJkNNyju70zgQcczQVWqmzdn8ts-s1ovle11ZbnxeeeY0dQjZp4xeQJX4tdWBBovDGwyz53FxwdrEPlxPPLXtJy2BtyTGoQWCWmopcqRQL0VAdHYjqldbh9ag&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGVIitlL4h3e&adurl=http://www.dailystar.com&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Life/Living/2017/Sep-07/418524-the-daily-star-is-recruiting.ashx
https://www.facebook.com/okaythomasokay
https://www.facebook.com/bassemsaad
https://www.facebook.com/fadi.mansour.779
https://www.facebook.com/ramything
https://www.facebook.com/roja.heydarpour
https://www.facebook.com/maya.kesrouany
https://www.facebook.com/acherri
https://www.facebook.com/DailyStarLeb/
https://www.facebook.com/DailyStarLeb/
https://www.facebook.com/DailyStarLeb/
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Authors.aspx
javascript:void(0);
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/David-Ignatius.ashx
javascript:void(0);
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Fareed-Zakaria.ashx
http://www.addthis.com/website-tools/overview?utm_source=AddThis%20Tools&utm_medium=image&utm_campaign=Marketing%20tool%20logo

