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'HIWAR, CONVERSATIONS IN AMMAN', CURATED BY
ADRIANO PEDROSA AN EXHIBITION, RESIDENCIES
AND TALK PROGRAMME AT DARAT AL FUNUN

entrance to Darat al Funun where 'Hiwar, Conversations in Amman' curated by
Adriano Pedrosa took place

view of Amman from Darat al Funun

E X H I B I T I O N S ,  P R O J E C T S  A N D
T E X T S  B Y  P L B

* EXHIBITIONS AND PROJECTS BY PLB
* TEXTS BY PLB

* BIENNALE AND EXHIBITION REPORTS

A B O U T  M E

PABLO LEON DE LA BARRA

"At the end of the fifteenth of his 'Letters on
the Aesthetic Education of Mankind' Schiller
states a paradox and makes a promise. He
declares that ‘Man is only completely human
when he plays’, and assures us that this
paradox is capable ‘of bearing the whole
edifice of the art of the beautiful and of the
still more difficult art of living’. We could
reformulate this thought as follows: there
exists a specific sensory experience—the
aesthetic—that holds the promise of both a
new world of Art and a new life for
individuals and the community. There are
different ways of coming to terms with this
statement and this promise. You can say
that they virtually define the ‘aesthetic
illusion’ as a device which merely serves to
mask the reality that aesthetic judgement is
structured by class domination. In my view
that is not the most productive approach..."
from Jacques Rancier, 'The Aesthetic
Revolution and its Outcomes', New Left
Review 14, April-March 2002

VIEW MY COMPLETE PROFILE

S H O R T  B I O

Pablo León de la Barra is an exhibition
maker, independent curator and researcher.
He was born in Mexico City in 1972. León de
la Barra has a PhD in History and Theories

C E N T R E  F O R  T H E
A E S T H E T I C

R E V O L U T I O N
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Rayyane Tabet, Fossils, 2006, 8 cement suitcases

Adriano in conversation with the margins

from the Architectural Association, London.
He has curated among other exhibitions ‘To
Be Political it Has to Look Nice’ (2003) at
apexart and Art in General in New York;
‘PR04 Biennale’ (2004, co-curator) in Puerto
Rico; ‘George and Dragon at ICA’ (2005) at
the ICA-London; ‘Glory Hole’ (2006) at the
Architecture Foundation-London; ‘Sueño de
Casa Propia’(2007-2008, in collaboration
with Maria Ines Rodriguez) at Centre de Art
Contemporaine-Geneve, Casa Encendida-
Madrid, Casa del Lago-Mexico City, and
Cordoba, Spain; ‘This Is Not America’ at
Beta Local in San Juan, Puerto Rico (2009);
‘Incidents of Travel in Central America,
Chiapas, Yucatan and Elsewhere’, at the
CCE in Guatemala (2010); ‘To Know Him Is
To Love Him’, Cerith Wyn Evans at Casa
Barragan, Mexico City (2010); ‘Incidents of
Mirror Travel in Yucatan and Elsewhere’, at
Museo Tamayo, Mexico City (2011);
'Bananas is my Business: the
Southamerican Way' at Museu Carmen
Miranda, Rio de Janeiro (co-curated with
Julieta Gonzalez, 2011); 'MicroclimaS' at
Kunsthalle Zurich (2012); 'Esquemas para
una Oda Tropical', Rio de Janeiro, 2012;
'Marta 'Che' Traba' at Museo La Ene,
Buenos Aires (2012); Novo Museo Tropical
at Teoretica, San Jose, Costa Rica (2012);
Museu Labirinto / Museum of Unlimited
Growth, ArtRio, Rio de Janeiro (2012); The
Camino Real Arcades, Lima, Peru (2012).
PLB has acted as advisor and/or art curator
for the following art fairs: Pinta/London
(2010-12), Maco/Mexico (2009-1012),
Circa/Puerto Rico (2010), La Otra/Bogota
(2009), ArteBA/ Buenos Aires (2012),
ArtRio/Rio de Janeiro (2011-2013). León de
la Barra has written amongst other
publications for: Frog/Paris, PinUp/New
York, Purple/Paris, Spike/Austria, Tar/Italy,
Wallpaper/London, Celeste/Mexico,
Tomo/Mexico, Rufino/Mexico,
Ramona/Buenos Aires, Metropolis
M/Amsterdam, Numero Cero/Puerto Rico.
PLB has also written texts for many artists
and exhibition catalogues, lectured
internationally and participated in many
international symposiums where relevant
topics to arts, culture and society have been
discussed. PLB was co-director of ‘24-7’ an
artists-curatorial collective in London from
2002-2005 and artistic director of ‘Blow de la
Barra’ in London from 2005-2008. From
2005 to 2012 he was curator of the White
Cubicle Gallery in London, a community art
space which he also founded. He is also
founder of the Novo Museo Tropical, a
museum yet to physically exist somewhere
in the tropics and curated the First Bienal
Tropical in San Juan Puerto Rico (2011). He
is also the publisher of Pablo Internacional
Editions and editor of his own blog the
Centre for the Aesthetic Revolution. He lives
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Nicola Saig, Untitled (handling of Palestine from the Ottoman to the British), 1918

and works between London, Mexico City,
Los Angeles, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo,
San Juan, Bogota, Lima, Athens, Beirut...

S O M E  R E C E N T  P R O J E C T S ,  S O M E
N O T  S O  R E C E N T

2015: Temporama/Dominique Gonzalez-
Foerster at MAM, Rio de Janeiro

2012: Museu Labirinto / Museum of
Unlimited Growth, Rio de Janeiro

2012: Letter from Oscar Niemeyer's
unfinished 'International Fairground' in
Tripoli, Lebanon

2012: Novo Museo Tropical presents Museo
Banana and Cinema Tropical at Teoretica in
Costa Rica

2012: Marta 'Che' Traba, an exhibition on
two latinamerican ideological idols, at Museo
la ENE, Buenos Aires

2012: Esquemas para una Oda Tropical, Rio
de Janeiro

2012: MicroclimaS at Kunsthalle Zurich

2011: Gran Bienal Tropical, curated by Pablo
Leon de la Barra at La Comai in San Juan,
Puerto Rico

2011: 'Savage Lava Jungles' my contribution
to the Serpentine Gallery's Garden Marathon

2011: 'Bananas is my Business: The South
American Way' at Museu Carmen Miranda,
Rio de Janeiro

2011: '23 de Janeiro': Ideal Demonstration
Apartment, ArtRio, Rio de Janeiro

2011: 'Incidents of Mirror Travel in Yucatan
and Elsewhere' an exhibition by PLB at
Museo Tamayo

2011: Novo Museo Tropical Architecture

2010: 'Diagrama Tropical' an attempt to
construct a tropical history

2010: 'Paisaje Inutil: A Notebook on Cities
and Places', a special edition of Pablo
Magazine

2010: Mies Cruising Pavilion Montjuic, an
unauthorised exhibition in the Barcelona
Pavilion

2010: Incidents of Travel in Central America,
Chiapas, Yucatan and Elsewhere... at CCE,
Guatemala
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Etel Adnan, tapestries and artist books, 1970s-1990s

Pedrosa and Etel

2010: Cerith Wyn Evans at Casa Barragan,
Mexico City

2009/10: The Next Documenta Should be in
Brasilia

2010: Tristes Tropiques at The Barber Shop
in Lisboa

2010: Somewhere Over the Rainbow,
CircaLabs, San Juan, Puerto Rico

2009: Abstract Reality, Cooperativa
Internacional Tropical in Bogota

2009: Novo Museo Tropical Manifesto

2009: This Is Not America, San Juan, Puerto
Rico

2009: El Noa Noa, Bogota, Colombia

2009: Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster and
Pablo Leon de la Barra, conversation at Tate
Modern

2009: Rotterdam Dialogues: The Curators at
Witte de With

2008: Lessons on Psicotronica Tropical, Rio
de Janeiro

2008: Case Study Houses: Pablo Magazine
Special Issue

2008: Sueño de Casa Propia, Mexico City
2008: Sueño de Casa Propia, Cordoba,
Spain
2007: Sueño de Casa Propia, Madrid
2007: Sueño de Casa Propia, Geneva

2006: Glory Hole, an exhibition

2006: Guia do Copan/CopaCopan Day, Sao
Paulo

2005: George and Dragon at ICA

2004: Jogging Tour, Mexico City

2004: Olympic Village, Puerto Rico Biennale
2004

2003: To Be Political It Has To Look Nice,
apexart, New York

2003/to today: Selfportraits at Airports

2002: The Artist as Ethnographer, Museo del
Cerro, Puerto Rico

L I N K S

pablo internacional magazine
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Abdul Hay Mosallam, Gaza and Martyr

white cubicle toilet gallery

cheverismo

B L O G  A R C H I V E

►  2015 (1)

►  2014 (10)

▼  2013 (55)
▼  December (3)

VIVA PEREZ! PAMM, PEREZ ART
MUSEUM MIAMI DESIGNED ...

COSTA RICA DISPATCH

'HIWAR, CONVERSATIONS IN
AMMAN', CURATED BY ADRIAN...

►  November (2)

►  October (5)

►  September (4)

►  August (4)

►  July (4)

►  June (4)

►  May (4)

►  April (3)

►  March (7)

►  February (7)

►  January (8)

►  2012 (97)

►  2011 (170)

►  2010 (220)

►  2009 (232)

►  2008 (238)

►  2007 (140)

►  2006 (17)

►  2005 (4)

►  2004 (6)

►  2003 (7)

►  2002 (6)

►  2001 (2)

►  2000 (1)

P O P U L A R  P O S T S

CASSIA'S BOYS: CASSIA
TABATINI'S 'THE NUDE
PROJECT' NOW ON PRINT

CARLA ZACCAGNINI, BEER
LABELS
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Daniela Ortiz, Censored Issues

THE OPEN VEINS OF AMERICA
LATINA: 'CRISISSS. ART AND
CONFRONTATION IN LATIN
AMERICA 1910-2010'
GERARDO MOSQUERA'S
MEGAEXPOSICION AT

BELLAS ARTES

1ST GRAN BIENAL TROPICAL,
'TROPICO ABIERTO'
CURATED BY PABLO LEON
DE LA BARRA AT LA COMAI
IN SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO

GIACOMO BALLA, 'IL GIARDINO
FUTURISTA' AND 'FUTURIST
SUIT', 1913-1930

LINA BO BARDI 'THE INSIDES
ARE ON THE OUTSIDE'
CURATED BY HANS ULRICH
OBRIST AT CASA DE VIDRO
AND SESC POMPEIA, SAO
PAULO

NOVO MUSEO TROPICAL
PRESENTS 'MUSEO
BANANA' AND 'CINEMA
TROPICAL' AT TEORETICA
IN COSTA RICA, A PROJECT
BY PABLO LEON DE LA

BARRA

'INCIDENTS OF MIRROR
TRAVEL IN YUCATAN AND
ELSEWHERE' CURATED BY
PABLO LEON DE LA BARRA
AT MUSEO TAMAYO

'GLORY HOLE' AN EXHIBITION
BY PABLO INTERNACIONAL
MAGAZINE

SMILJAN RADIC'S OWN HOUSE
'CASA CR' IN SANTIAGO,
CHILE

F R I E N D S

a certain brazilianness
afterall

aleksandra mir

alexander apostol

alice rawsthorn
amateur boyz

andreas angelidakis
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Nguyên Phuong Linh, Sanctified Clouds, bomb explosions

Hrair Sarkissian, Execution Squares in Syria, 2008

angelo plessas

artists space
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Bisan Abu-Eisheh, Moving Home, (Palestinian temporary homes in refugee camps
are moved inside the camp over gas tanks)
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diane, a shaded view on fashion
A Shaded View On Fashion has moved
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Khalid Shoman's car 

and homage to Khalid Shoman by Suha Shoman

Darat Al Funun "Conversations at the margins" with Adriano Pedrosa

HIWAR | Conversations in Amman
An exhibition, residencies, and talks program
Curated by Adriano Pedrosa

Opening: 9 November 2013
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HIWAR | Conversations in Amman is an exhibition, residencies, and talks program
organized by Darat al Funun to celebrate 25 years of support for the arts. HIWAR
brings 14 artists from the Arab world, Africa, Asia, and Latin America to Amman for
residencies in September and October 2013, culminating in an exhibition opening
on 9 November 2013. The exhibition will also feature works from The Khalid
Shoman Collection, including Akram Zaatari, Emily Jacir, Mona Hatoum, Wael
Shawky, and Walid Raad. 

HIWAR (meaning conversation in Arabic) is born out of the necessity to promote
exchanges between artists from the margins, not solely by juxtaposing their works
in an exhibition or publication format, but also by giving them the possibility to learn
from each other’s practices and experiences. Large-scale exhibitions and biennales
have brought together works from different regions beyond Euroamerica, yet often
artists do not have a chance to immerse themselves in this exchange. 

HIWAR proposes a more intense format, with a small number of artists that spend a
month in Amman in two sessions (in September and October 2013). The focus is to
develop conversations between the participants, who will each present and discuss
their work and context with their colleagues during the residencies, in the lead up to
the exhibition. The core conversations are led by Adriano Pedrosa, curator of
HIWAR, and Eline van der Vlist, artistic director of Darat al Funun. Avoided here is
the format of the artist being invited to conduct a residency in order to make new
work in response to the new locale in which s/he finds him or herself. The core is to
learn in and from Amman—as well as from Beirut, Cairo, Cuzco, Hanoi, Istanbul,
Johannesburg, Luanda, Manila, Mumbai, Ramallah, Recife, and São Paulo.

There is no all encompassing theme or concept linking all the artists and their works
in HIWAR beyond the artist’s geo-cultural origins and positions (shifting as these
may be). Yet, such positions are also somehow loaded and revealing. One could
think along the lines of the Argentine semiotician Walter Mignolo, I Am Where I
Think.

A talks program will be announced. A publication will be published after the
opening, not only to document the exhibition, but also to record some of the
conversations and reflections emerging from HIWAR.

Artists-in-residence: 
Asli Çavuşoğlu (b. 1982, Istanbul; lives in Istanbul)
Asunción Molinas Gordo (b. 1979, Aranda de Duero, Spain; lives in Cairo)
Bisan Abu-Eisheh (b. 1985, Jerusalem; lives in London/Jerusalem)
Clara Ianni (b. 1987, São Paulo; lives in São Paulo)
Daniela Ortiz (b. 1985, Arequipa, Peru; lives in Barcelona)
Hemali Bhuta (b. 1978, Mumbai; lives in Mumbai)
Jonathas de Andrade (b. 1982, Maceió, Brazil; lives in Recife)
Kiluanji Kia Henda (b. 1979, Luanda; lives in Luanda)
Maria Taniguchi (b. 1981, Dumaguete City, the Philippines; lives in Manila)
Nguyên Phuong Linh (b. 1985, Hanoi; lives in Hanoi)
Rayyane Tabet (b. 1983, Ashqour, Lebanon; lives in Beirut)
Saba Innab (b. 1980, Kuwait; lives in Amman/Beirut)
Shuruq Harb (b. 1980, Ramallah; lives in Ramallah)
Thabiso Sekgala (b. 1981, Zaf, South Africa; lives in Johannesburg)

Darat al Funun is a home for the arts and artists from the Arab world. We trace our
beginnings to the opening of a non-profit gallery in Amman in 1988, and are now
housed in six renovated historical buildings with a restored archaeological site in
the garden. Darat al Funun organizes exhibitions, talks, film screenings and
educational programs, hosts performances and concerts, offers a PhD fellowship
and artist residencies, and publishes books and catalogues.

“Conversations at the margins” 
Sunday 10 November, 6pm
with Adriano Pedrosa, Bisi Silva, Eline van der Vlist, Pablo Léon de la Barra, Suha
Shoman, and Vali Mahlouji
On Sunday 10 November, HIWAR curator Adriano Pedrosa will lead a conversation
between curators working at the margins about the challenges they face while
working through the margins, considering South-South connections, center-
periphery flows, and the necessity to come up with new modes and models to look
and think about art in these contexts. The interest in these conversations—which
Pedrosa started in written form published in Mousse Magazine (n. 38, April–May
2013)—reflect a concern to establish connections and dialogues between artists
and curators at the margins. Pedrosa writes: “I strongly believe that the South-
South connections remain largely unexplored and in them lie the richest paths.”

Darat al Funun–The Khalid Shoman Foundation
13 Nadeem al Mallah Street, Jabal al Weibdeh
Amman, Jordan
Hours: Saturday–Thursday 10am–7pm
www.daratalfunun.org
a great photo tour from our friends at Universes in Universe here
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