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FOR the third year run​ning, the Shara Art Fair in Jed​dah has shown off works by some
of the King​dom’s finest artists in what was a cel​e​bra​tion of color and cre​ativ​ity. Or​ga​nized
by the Saudi Art Coun​cil and held un​der the pa​tron​age of Princess Jawa​her bint Ma​jed bin
Ab​du​laziz, the fair ran from June 1-5 and saw myr​iad gal​leries take part. Par​tic​i​pat​ing gal​‐
leries in ​cluded the Athr Gallery, Al Mashreq Gallery, first-timers 20 Icons of French De​sign
and the Al Man ​souria Foun​da​tion’s silent auc​tion gallery.

It was a one-of-a-kind gath​er​ing which sought to em​power artists and pro​pel along
Saudi Ara​bia’s pro​gres​sive art scene. Ac​cord​ing to or​ga​niz​ers, all pro​ceeds will go to ​ward
fund​ing art pro​grams in gov ​ern​ment schools.

One high ​light from abroad was the 20 Icons of French De​sign booth which pre ​sented 20
ex​am​ples of French cre​ativ ​ity which have been praised for break​ing con​ven​tions and be ​ing
ahead of their time. The ob ​jects on dis​play ranged from the first plas​tic stool and the first
ball​point pen to a pres​sure cooker and images of a su​per​sonic tur​bo​jet-pow​ered Con​corde.
The ex​hibit’s in​ten​tion was to show how a sim ​ple ob​ject was able to be​come a sig​nif​i​cant
sym​bol due to com​mer​cial suc​cess, no​to​ri​ety, func​tion​al​ity and in​no​va​tion.

In a cel​e​bra​tion of color and cre ​ativ​ity, the Shara Art Fair showed off the
best of the lo​cal art scene
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Of all the pieces on dis​play, many had un​der​ly​ing mes​sages that spoke to one’s spir​i​tu​al​‐
ity, to the in​ner artist hid ​den within us all.

The pieces on show in​cluded pho ​tog​ra​phy, such as Moath Al-Ofi’s “The Shep​herd” which
is a large pho​to​graph por ​tray​ing the sun-beat and wrin​kled face of a shep​herd liv​ing and
herd​ing live​stock in the vast land masses near Mad​i​nah. Also on show were in ​stal​la​tions by
Za​man Jas​sim that fuse to ​gether cal ​lig​ra​phy with stain​less steel on wire, Osama Esid’s orig​i​‐
nal neg ​a​tives of the old tra ​di​tion of car ​ry​ing the Kaaba’s kiswa, an orig​i​nal Nasser Al-Salem
cal​li​graphic piece on white painted wood and many more ex​quis​ite pieces.

Ali Cha’aban, an artist with a back​ground in an​thro​pol​ogy, has been a keen vis​i​tor to the
fair in the past and took part for the very first time this year. His piece “Bro​ken Dreams”
shows the true essence of the artist, he told Arab News. “This piece is a mix of my child​hood
and my adult​hood. I wanted to find an aes​thetic that linked all of this to​gether and what
bet​ter way than to dis​play my child​hood idol, Su​per​man, on a sim​ple yet es​sen​tial item in
ev​ery sin​gle Arab house ​hold, the rug. Su​per​man is the epit​ome of my child​hood and many
oth​ers’ as well. I specif​i​cally called it ‘Bro​ken Dreams’ be​cause I’ll never be Su​per​man.”

Many of the vis​i​tors agreed that the pieces on dis ​play were not only quite beau​ti​ful but
in​trigu ​ing as well. Vis​i​tor Ahmed J. ad​mit​ted that this was his first visit to an art gallery of
this mag​ni​tude. “I never un​der​stood art, I’ve never dwelled on it, think​ing it’s just for the
elite but com​ing to Shara, I’ve changed my mind. There’s more to it that meets the eye, I un​‐
der​stand the im​age be ​fore me and it is mind bog​gling how I once thought of art as some​‐
thing bor ​ing and dull. It won’t be my last visit ei​ther,” he told Arab News.

Khalid Zahid, an​other con​tem​po​rary artist with a quirky but sim​ple in​stal​la​tion, shed
light on his piece.

When asked about his Bar​bie dolls with car wings, the artist smiled and said: “Any​one
who walks into a toy store is elated with a feel​ing of nos​tal​gia and glee. It doesn’t mat​ter if
you’re an adult or a kid, it’s the col​ors, the vast amounts of toys and all the trinkets that
make this hap​pi​ness. The Bar ​bie in​stal​la​tion is a rep​re​sen​ta​tion of that joy ... But once you
no​tice her wings, the ob​server’s view is mor​phed into a deeper (un​der​stand​ing). The name
Amal (Ara​bic for hope) al​lows the viewer to con​nect the dots, to give a sense of hope to this
Bar​bie that she may one day have an op​por​tu​nity to drive.” It may be a con​tro​ver​sial is​sue
but the artist has cho​sen to de​pict it through his cre​ativ​ity. The art on show was truly emo​‐
tive and thought-pro ​vok ​ing and many vis​i​tors pro​fessed their de​sire to re​turn to the event.
So, un​til next year, Shara.


